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STUDYING THE PROGRESS OF SCIENCE AND ITS SHORTCOMINGS

CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS IN TEACHING LARGE ENGLISH
CLASSES
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Abstract: Teaching English in large classes has become a common phenomenon in
many educational institutions due to population growth and limited resources. While
large classes present several challenges such as classroom management issues, limited
student participation, and difficulties in assessment, they also offer opportunities for
collaborative learning if managed effectively. This article explores the major challenges
teachers face in large English classes and suggests practical solutions and strategies to
overcome them. The study emphasizes interactive methods, effective classroom
organization, and learner-centered approaches to enhance teaching and learning
outcomes in large classrooms.
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Introduction

In many countries, especially in developing educational contexts, teaching English in
large classes is unavoidable. A large class usually consists of 30-50 or more students,
which makes the teaching and learning process more complex. English language teachers
often struggle to maintain discipline, ensure student participation, and assess learners
effectively. Despite these difficulties, large classes can still be productive if appropriate
methods and strategies are applied. This article discusses the main challenges of teaching
large English classes and provides possible solutions to improve the effectiveness of
instruction.

Challenges in Teaching Large English Classes

1. Classroom Management

One of the biggest challenges in large classes is maintaining discipline and managing
student behavior. Noise, lack of attention, and limited control can negatively affect the
learning environment.

2. Limited Student Participation

In large classes, it is difficult to involve every student in speaking activities. As a
result, only active learners participate, while shy or weaker students remain passive.

3. Assessment Difficulties

Assessing students’ language skills, especially speaking and writing, is time-
consuming in large classes. Teachers often struggle to provide individual feedback.

4. Mixed-Ability Learners
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Large classes usually include students with different language levels, learning styles,
and abilities. This makes it challenging to meet individual learners’ needs.

Solutions and Strategies

1. Pair and Group Work

Using pair and group work encourages student interaction and increases participation.
It allows learners to practice speaking and helps teachers manage large numbers more
effectively.

2. Use of Classroom Games and Activities

Games, role-plays, and discussions make lessons more engaging and motivate students
to participate actively, even in large classes.

3. Effective Classroom Organization

Clear instructions, classroom rules, and seating arrangements help maintain order and
reduce discipline problems.

4. Peer Assessment and Self-Assessment

Involving students in assessing their peers or themselves reduces the teacher’s
workload and helps learners become more responsible for their learning.

5. Use of Teaching Aids and Technology

Visual aids, audio materials, and digital tools support learning and make lessons more
interactive and understandable for large groups.

Conclusion

Although teaching English in large classes presents numerous challenges, these
difficulties can be overcome through effective teaching strategies and proper classroom
management. By using interactive methods, encouraging collaboration, and applying
learner-centered approaches, teachers can create a positive learning environment even in
large classes. With careful planning and creativity, large English classes can become
productive and successful.
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