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Abstract: The Middle English.period.(1150-1500 AD) represents a critical phase in
the evolution of the English !a'nguage, particularly shaped by the Norman Conquest of
1066. This period witnessed profound phonological, grammatical, and lexical changes.
The influence of Norman Frenchjintroduced a wealth of loanwords, especially in the
areas of law, governance, and culture, while the Great Vowel Shift marked significant
alterations in the pronunciationof vowels. Additionally, grammar simplified, with the
reduction of inflectional endingssand the  standardization of word order. These
transformations laid the foundation for Modern English, setting the stage for further
linguistic developments
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AHHOTAIMA: Hepuod CpeOHeaneﬂuuCKoeo asvika  (1150-1500 22.) saenaemcsa
Kpumu4eCcKum osmanom 6 360J1I0Yyuu AHSANUCKO2O }Z3bll<a\, 0cobeHHo C¢0pMMpO€CZHHblM
Hopmanockum 3asoesanuem 1066 200al B smom nepuoo npousouno 3HauumenvHoe
usMeHenue oOHoN02UU, SPAMMAMURI U TeKCUKL. Buusiniie HOPMAHOCKO20 (DpaHYY3CKO20
A3bIKA NPUBHECIO MHOIMCECME0 ?auMCMSOGClHHblx CJiloe6, ocobenno 6 obracmu npaea,
VApasneHuss u Kylbmypsl, 6 mo epems Kaxk Beaukxoe c»tew;eﬂue 2NIACHbIX NPUBENo K
SHAYUMENbHbIM USMEHEHUAM 48 NPpOUSHOUWERUU 2IACHbLX. KpOMe moceo, cpammamura
ynpocmunacy, ¢ COKpame’méJT/.lk (DIeKCUOHHBIX OKOHYAHUU U cmanoapmu3ayueli nopsoxa
cn08. dmu mpaucghopmayuu WM OCHO8Y 013 coepeMefn;?éeo AH2UUCKO20 SA3bIKA U
n0020MOoBUIU NOYEY O/ OANBHEULUUX SA3bIKOBBIX USMEHEHU].

KioueBbie cioBas " Cpeoneanenuiickuil . A3biK, Dononocuveckue UMeHeHusl,
Jaumcmeosarnvle Clo8A > 7 -

Annotatsiya: O'rta ingliz tili davri (1150-1500 yillar) ingliz tilining rivojlanishidagi
muhim davrni tashkil etadi, aynigsa 1066 yildagi Norman istilosi ta'siri ostida. Ushbu
davrda fonologiya, grammatik va leksik o'zgarishlar yuz berdi. Norman fransuz tilining
ta'siri orqgali, asosan huqug, boshgaruv va madaniyat sohalarida ko'plab so'zlar ingliz
tiliga kirib keldi. Shuningdek, Katta unli o'zgarish (Great Vowel Shift) ingliz tilining
talaffuzini sezilarli darajada o'zgartirdi. Grammatik jihatdan esa, so‘zlarning o'zgarmas
shakllari kamaydi va so'z tartibi standartlashtirildi. Ushbu o'zgarishlar, zamonaviy ingliz
tilining poydevorini yaratdi va keyingi lingvistik rivojlanishlar uchun zamin yaratdi.

Kalit so'zlar: O'rta ingliz tili, Fonologik o'zgarishlar, Leksik garzlar
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The Middle English period (1150-1500 AD) represents a critical phase in
the evolution of the English language. Following the Old English period, Middle English
was significantly shaped by the Norman Conquest of 1066. This event led to the
introduction of Norman French as the language of the ruling class, the court, and legal
institutions, creating a bilingual society where Old English and French coexisted.

The Norman Conquest: The introduction of French vocabulary, especially in legal
and administrative contexts, profoundly |mpacted English. Many French words were
adopted into the English language..

Bilingual society: English<speaking commoners and French-speaking elites lived side
by side. This bilingual environment fostered significant cross-linguistic influence,
particularly in terms of vocabulary)

Anglo-Saxon heritage: Despite, the Norman influence, Old English continued to
impact everyday speech and structure, providing-a foundation for the evolution of Middle
English. | p- 7

During this period, the language underwent significant changes, including the gradual
loss of mflectlonal endlngs simplification of sentence structure, and the adoption of
many French and Latln loanwords™

The phonology and grammar of Engllsh underwent profound transformations during
the Middle English period, setting the stage for the development of Modern English.

Vowel shifts: One of the most important phonological developments during this
period was the Great Vowel Shift;"which began in the'late Middle English period and
continued into Early Modern €nglish. This series of changes affected the pronunciation
of long vowels, altering the sounds of words and leadingsto the.development of a more
modern English phonetic system.

Consonant 5|mpI|f|c3t|o“é In ‘Middle English, there, was a simplification of
consonant sounds. For examﬁle\/ “"h" sound was droppéd in many words, and
unstressed syllables were often lost. This helped streamline the language and contributed
to its easier pronunciatien.

Simplification of inflections: Old Engllsh had a complex system of noun declensions
and verb conjugations. Middle English marked a shift toward simpler grammatical
structures. Many cases of nouns and verbs were reduced, and the language moved
towards a more fixed word order (e.g., subject-verb-object).

Development of word order: Middle English saw the emergence of a more rigid word
order, which eventually became characteristic of Modern English. This shift helped
standardize sentence structures, making them clearer and more efficient.

Middle English is particularly notable for its substantial lexical expansion, much of
which came from French, Latin, and other languages. The borrowing of words during this
period enriched the English lexicon, especially in fields such as law, religion,
governance, and the arts.
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French borrowings: Due to the dominance of the French-speaking

Norman rulers, many words related to law (e.g., "court,” "jury"), government (e.g.,

"parliament,” "council™), and culture (e.g., "courtly,” "noble") entered English.

Latin borrowings: Latin continued to be the language of the Church and intellectual
life. Words from Latin influenced religious terminology (e.g., "altar,” "bishop") and
philosophical or academic discourse (e.g., "doctrine,” "philosophy")

Germanic roots: While French and Latin enriched the English vocabulary, many
basic words continued to come from Old-English-and other Germanic sources, preserving
the core structure and vocabulla?y-' of the'language.

In conclusion The Middle”English period represents a transformative era in the
history of the English Ianguage.\The phonological)shifts, grammatical simplifications,
and lexical expansions that took place during this'time laid the groundwork for Early
Modern English. The influx of*French and Latin words, coupled with the political and
cultural changes of the time, helpedsshape a language that was increasingly recognizable
as the precursor to the English’we, speak today. Through these developments, English
became more streamllned diversified, and capableof expressing a wide range of ideas,
setting the stage: for the |IﬂgUISth evolutlon that ‘would follow in the Early Modern
English period. =& >
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