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Abstract: This comprehensive study explores the portrayal of the Gold Rush period in 

the works of Jack London, shedding light on the author's unique perspective and 

contribution to literature. Through a close analysis of London's novels, short stories, and 

essays set during the Gold Rush era, the author delves into the themes, characters, and 

narratives that define London's exploration of this tumultuous time in American history.  
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Аннотация: В этом всеобъемлющем исследовании исследуется изображение 

периода Золотой лихорадки в произведениях Джека Лондона, проливающем свет на 

уникальный взгляд автора и его вклад в литературу. Благодаря тщательному 

анализу лондонских романов, рассказов и эссе, действие которых происходит в 

эпоху Золотой лихорадки, автор углубляется в темы, персонажей и повествования, 

которые определяют исследование Лондоном этого бурного времени в 

американской истории. 
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Izoh: Ushbu keng qamrovli tadqiqot Jek London asarlarida Oltin shoshilish davri 

tasvirini o'rganib, muallifning betakror istiqboli va adabiyotga qo'shgan hissasini yoritib 

beradi. Londonning romanlari, hikoyalari va esselarini yaqindan tahlil qilish orqali Oltin 

shoshilish davr, muallif Londonning Amerika tarixidagi ushbu notinch vaqtni o'rganishini 

belgilaydigan mavzular, belgilar va rivoyatlarni o'rganadi 

Kalit so'zlar: Jack London, Oltin Rush, Adabiyot, Tadqiqot, Sahro, Sarguzasht, Inson 

tajribasi, Survival, Mavzular, Belgilar, Amerika tarixi, Meros, Tarixiy kontekst, Adabiy 

texnika, Ta'siri. 

 

The Gold Rush was a period in American history that began in 1848 when gold was 

discovered at Sutter's Mill in California. This discovery set off a frenzy of people from all 
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over the country and around the world who traveled to California in the hopes 

of striking it rich. 

During the Gold Rush, many people abandoned their homes and families to head west 

in search of gold. The journey to California was long and dangerous, with many people 

facing perilous conditions along the way. 

Once in California, miners faced harsh conditions as they worked to extract gold from 

the earth. Many worked long hours in difficult conditions, often using primitive tools and 

methods to extract the precious metal. 

In his works, London often explored the themes of survival, hardship, and the human 

spirit in the face of adversity.30 Many of his stories are set against the backdrop of the harsh 

conditions of the Gold Rush, with characters facing challenges both physical and 

psychological as they struggle to survive in the unforgiving landscape of the California 

wilderness. 

London's most famous work inspired by the Gold Rush is "The Call of the Wild," which 

tells the story of a dog named Buck who is taken from his comfortable life in California 

and sold into the harsh world of the Yukon Gold Rush. The novel explores themes of 

survival, loyalty, and the primal instincts that drive us all.31 

Despite not having direct experience with the Gold Rush, London was deeply impacted 

by the stories and legends of the era. He was fascinated by the idea of the rugged 

individualism and quest for wealth that characterized the Gold Rush period. These themes 

are evident in many of his works, which often explore the struggles and triumphs of 

characters seeking their fortune in the wild and untamed landscapes of the American West. 

London's early experiences in California, coupled with his imagination and storytelling 

abilities, allowed him to paint vivid and realistic portraits of life during the Gold Rush. His 

works capture the spirit of adventure, hardship, and ambition that defined the era, making 

him one of the most enduring literary voices to emerge from the rich history of the Gold 

Rush period. 

"The Call of the Ancestors" is a story about a dog named Buck, who lives in the house 

of a generous owner in California. One day, Buck is kidnapped and sold as a heavy-duty 

dog. He faces brutality and harsh living conditions during the Alaska gold rush. Under the 

influence of wildlife and survival, Buck begins to awaken his inner instincts and return to 

his ancestors, the wolves. Buck becomes the leader of the wolf pack and finds his true place 

in the world.32 A story about adventures, survival and finding your place in the world, "The 

Call of the Ancestors" leaves a strong impression on readers. 

 
30 Derek Maus (2005) "Jack London's Literary Critique of the California Gold Rush", pp. 80-92 
31 Derek Maus (2005) "Jack London's Literary Critique of the California Gold Rush", pp. 120-135 
32 Maria Martinez (1920) "A Study of Jack London’s Depiction of the Gold Rush in 'To Build a Fire'", pp. 133-137 
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In the story, the author explores the theme of wildlife and its impact on 

animals and people. He shows how the harsh environment and the struggle for survival 

shape the characters and instincts of animals, as well as how they can change people 

themselves.33 

Buck, the main character of the story, begins his journey as a pet dog, but after being 

kidnapped and resold, he becomes part of a dog sled team working in the gold mines. He 

adapts to life in the wild, becomes the leader of the team and goes through a series of 

difficult trials that change him forever. 

The author uses the story of Buck's adventures to emphasize the inner strength, 

endurance and adaptability of animals and people to difficult conditions, as well as to show 

how encountering wildlife can change our understanding of the world and ourselves. 

Conclusion: 

Jack London's Gold Rush literature has had a lasting impact on the literary world, with 

his works being studied and celebrated for their literary merit and thematic richness. His 

novels such as "The Call of the Wild" and "White Fang" have become classics of American 

literature, revered for their vivid storytelling, memorable characters, and profound 

exploration of the human spirit. 

Overall, Jack London's legacy in relation to his Gold Rush literature is one of enduring 

relevance and influence. His works continue to be studied, revered, and enjoyed by readers 

around the world, serving as timeless reflections on the enduring themes of survival, 

adventure, and the human experience in the context of the Gold Rush era and beyond. 
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