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Annotatsion: This article examines- discourse strategies and stylistic devices in
contemporary English novels';’r'om d linguistic perspective. The study focuses on the
relationship between authorial’, and . character discourse, narrative voice, dialogue
Structure, pragmatic meaning, an?implicaiure. Dra@ing on theories of discourse analysis
and stylistics, the paper explores.thefunctional role‘of linguistic elements in literary texts.
The novels of lan McEwan and Zadie Smith are.considered as representative examples of
contemporary English fi ction, illmstrating distinctive narrative and conversational
strategies. The fi ndzngs contrllqute to the development of literary linguistics and stylistic
analysis.

Keywords: dzscourse narrative”strategy, stylistic device, pragmatics, implicature,
authorial discourse, dza[ogue literary text. "

Annotatsiya: Ushbu maqolada zamonaviy ingliz roma\nlarida qo ‘llaniladigan diskurs
strategiyalari va stilistik vositalar lingvistik nuqtai nazardan tahlil gilinadi. Tadgigot
muallif nutqi va gahramon nutqi-o “rtasidagi munosabatyharrativ ovoz, dialog tuzilishi,
pragmatik ma’no hamda implikatura masalalariga qamttlgan Diskurs tahlili va stilistika
nazariyalariga tayangan holda, maqolada badiiy matnlardugz tilbirliklarining funksional
roli yoritiladi. Ian McEwan va Zadie Smith romanlari zamonaviy ingliz adabiyotining
namunalari sifatida ko vib cﬁ"qzllb ulardagi o ziga xos narrativ ya suhbat strategiyalari

tahlil gilinadi. Tadgiqgot naty/a@aduy lingvistika va s‘-rl'fstzk tahlil rivojiga hissa
qo ‘shadi. A%

Kalit s0’z: diskurs, narrativ strategiya, stilistik vosita, pragmatika, implikatura, muallif
nutqi, dialog, badiipmatn. -

AHHOTAUMSA: B O0anHOU cmambe paccmMampusaomcs OUCKYPCUBHble cmpameuu U
cmunucmuyeckue cpeocmed 6 COBPEMEHHbIX AHSTUUCKUX POMAHAX C JUHSBUCTNUYECKOU
mouku 3penus. Hccredosanue cocpeOOmoyeHo HA COOMHOULeHUU AB8MOPCKOU U
NEPCOHAIICHOU peyu, HAPPAMUBHOM 200ce, CMPYKmype ouanoed, npazmamuieckom
sHauyenuu u umnauxkamype. Onupasice Ha meopuu OUCKYDC-AHANU3A U CIMUTUCTUKU, 8
pabome packpuvléaemcs QYHKYUOHATbHAS PONb A3bIKOBHIX €OUHUY 8 XYOOHCeCTNEEHHOM
mexcme. Pomanwt lan McEwan u Zadie Smith paccmampusaomcs  Kak
penpezenmamuenvie NpumMepvl COBPEMEHHOU AHRIULCKOU NPOo3bl, 0eMOHCmpupyloujue
c8oeobpasuvie HaAppamueHvie U KOMMYHUKAMUGHvle cmpamecuu. Pesynrsmamol

uccne0o8aHus — CnocooOCmeyiom  pazeumuio  JUMepamypHol  JUHCBUCMUKU U

cmuaucmudecKkozco anaiusd.
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KuroueBsle ciioBa: duckypc, nappamugnas cmpameus, CMUIUCmuiecKoe
cpeocmeo, npazMamuKd, UMIIUKAMypd, a8moOpCKas peub, OUdnoe, XyO0OoICecmEeHHbll
meKcm.

Contemporary English fiction is characterized by linguistic diversity and stylistic
experimentation. A literary text can be viewed not only as an aesthetic construct but also
as a communicative act embedded in a socio-cultural context. Therefore, discourse analysis
and stylistics have become essential methodological frameworks for examining modern
novels.Discourse extends bg?ond the boundaries of the text itself, encompassing
communicative processes, conteftual factors; and ideological dimensions. In contemporary
novels, the author’s position, . ¢haracters’ individual speech patterns, and interior
monologues are realized through specific discourse’ strategies. In literary texts, authorial
discourse and character discotrse-interact in complex ways. Authorial discourse typically
performs descriptive and evaluative functions, whereas character discourse reflects
individual speech traits, social background, and psychological states.In the novels of Tan
McEwan, techmques such as interior monologue and free indirect discourse are frequently
employed. These strateg1es alle deep;er insight into characters’ consciousness and
emotional experiences. By contrast; Zadie Smith often employs polyphony and dialogic
structures. °°Through the speech of characters from diverse cultural and social
backgrounds, her works represent linguistic plurality and multicultural discourse. There
are several types of it e %

Pragmatic Meaning and Imp‘wature in Fiction

Pragmatics plays a crucial role in uncovering 1mp1101t‘mean1ngs and communicative
intentions within literary diSCeurse. Dialogue in ‘contemporary novels frequently contains
implicatures—meanings that a are_ suggested rather than explicitly stated. 7Such indirect
communication encourages ac/tw\e‘_l;ﬁerpretatlon by the reafler. Concise or fragmented
dialogues often intensify ps§ychological tension or conflict; while contextual cues guide
interpretation. The pragmatic dimension of discourse thus enriches the semantic
complexity of the narrative. g

Stylistic Devices and Their Semantic Functions

Contemporary English novels widely employ stylistic devices such as metaphor,
metonymy, irony, and parallelism. These devices function not only as aesthetic elements
but also as semantic tools that shape conceptual meaning.Metaphor enables abstract ideas
to be expressed through concrete imagery, while irony may subtly convey the author’s
evaluative stance. Stylistic devices interact with discourse strategies to construct the overall
conceptual and emotional framework of the text.

Narrative and Conversational Strategies

66 Smith, Zadie. White Teeth. London: Hamish Hamilton, 2000
67 Paul Slmpson Styllstlcs A Resource Book for Students. London: Routledge, 2004.
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Modern novels frequently experiment with narrative techniques, including
shifts in temporal perspective, retrospection, and stream of consciousness. Dialogue often
imitates authentic conversational patterns, reinforcing realism and immediacy.

These strategies create multi-layered texts and establish interactive engagement between
the narrative and the reader. As a result, discourse in contemporary fiction becomes
dynamic, dialogic, and interpretatively rich.The dynamic state of instructional discourse
reflects the continuous changes and contradictions-among its components: language and
speech, society, power, and the body of istructional texts.The static state of instructional
discourse is expressed through“the conventions of language and speech, society, power,
and the corpus of instructional texts. These-conventions determine both the condition of
discourse at a given time and/ the structural, ?tylistic, and inherently discursive
characteristics of mstructional texts.,

Natural changes in oral and Wtitten speech within instructional discourse texts in English
and Uzbek reflect the response ofithe, self-regulation mechanisms of language and speech
to changes in social reality. |Any change that occurs in spoken language inevitably
influences written language Wilhelm von Humboldt expressed this idea in his works as
follows: “leferent '[anguages are ‘not merely different labels for the same thing, but
different perspectlves on'it” ¥Thus ~dur1ng a certain period, instructional speech underwent
changes as a result of scientific and technological progress and the transition from a
planned economy to a market economy. Artificial changes in instructional discourse are
deliberate and involve the modelifig=of language andxs\peech norms. Such modeling
provokes a reaction from the mechanisms of social self-regulation and thereby transforms
the norms of social behavior and consciousness within ‘the community of consumers.
Artificial modifications oflanguage and speech norms are reflected in instructional texts
for high-tech devices, in"their. productlon mechanisms, ‘and in the interpretative norms
adopted by consumer comm%@f corporate productsfartlmpants in instructional
discourse are representative§ of specific social groups who engage in communication and
perform particular communicative-roles. The.institutional environment of instructional
speech is characterized by the fundamental inequality of communicants. Since the mid-
1970s, the concept of discourse has been actively used in Western European linguistics.
The original meaning of the word, “rational reasoning,” gradually shifted to the meaning
of “communication.” During this period, under the influence of American and British
linguistics, the theory of oral “live” instructional discourse developed intensively, guiding
the analysis of spoken instructional discourse, which is identified with dialogue.

In addition, the English American linguistic tradition developed instructional discourse
analysis, interpreting it as the analysis of both spoken and written instructional discourse,
with a focus on the interactive relationship between the sender and the receiver of a
message. The purpose of this study is to examine the discourse strategies and stylistic
devices used in contemporary English novels and to analyze their functions in creating

68 Zellig‘S' Harﬂ's (1952).Discourse Anlysis (Journal article).Linguistic society of America it
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narrative impact. The study focuses on both structural aspects (how sentences,
paragraphs, and dialogues are organized) and stylistic aspects (the use of literary
techniques to enhance expression).

American linguists’ discourse analysis is based on ethno-methodological traditions and
scientific research conducted through observation of people’s natural communication.
Different types of communication—such as storytelling, greetings, and gestures—are
studied across various cultures®. In American traditions, the field often called
communication analysis can be.considered one of the main branches of discourse
analysis.When analyzing commumcatlon attention is not focused on linguistic structure;
rather, the primary focus is on fattors such as the participants’ character, mood, and other
aspects of natural interaction.Th\e‘,Prague School o" linguistics also made a significant
contribution to the development.of discourse analysis and is particularly recognized for
highlighting the interrelation beteen grammar and speech.Discussion results: A discourse
is a speech structure organized écoording to.its-.communicative function and adapted to the
communication situation. In terms of form and function, coordination allows the speech to
be divided into coherent units. However, since speech theory is still developing, it is
necessary in this: area of analy51s to explore the possibilities of using general linguistic
methods.” - y e

According to cognitive linguists, discourse consists of cognitive phenomena. The main
approach to studying discourse is cognitive analysis. 'The creation and practical use of
discourse is a complex cognitive processin which information is processed. In other words,
language users must take into“acgount various linguistic and non-linguistic factors when
constructing discourse. This complex process shows that‘discourse is a broader concept
than a simple text consisting only of meaning and structure. Today, in the field of modern
linguistics, the concept ot‘dlscqurse is widely used. It can be ebserved that this concept is
studied not only in linguistics wdn fields such as psych‘af(')gy, sociology, semantics,
and pragmatics. Each of thése disciplines approaches the concept of discourse in its own
way and attempts to explore and explain it. In.many studies dedicated to text problems in
world linguistics, the term “discourse” is repeatedly used. Although this term is widely
applied not only in modern linguistics but also in literary studies, sociology, political
science, philosophy, logic, and psychology, even within modern linguistics there is no
single, universally accepted definition; rather, it is used to represent various differing
interpretations and concepts. The formal elements of the novel—chapter structure,
paragraph length, sentence rhythm, and punctuation—interact with discourse strategies.
Short, fragmented sentences may create urgency or tension, while long, flowing sentences
foster reflection or immersion. Stylistic variation in sentence structure, tone, and narrative
perspective enhances reader engagement and emphasizes key themes.

Narrative Voice and Perspective

% Smith, Zadie. White Teeth. London: Hamish Hamilton, 2000.
70 Fowler, Roger. Language and Literary Style. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1996.
1 Tosh kent umversny analysis exlopedic..2008
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One of the most important discourse strategies in modern fiction is narrative
perspective. The choice of narrator determines how information is presented.First person
narration creates intimacy and subjectivity. Readers see the world through the narrator’s
personal experience. However, this perspective may be limited or unreliable.Third person
limited narration allows access to a character’s thoughts while maintaining some narrative
distance.Multiple narration presents different viewpoints. This strategy encourages readers
to compare perspectives and form independent interpretations.”’Contemporary novels
frequently shift between perspectlves creating a‘fragmented or polyphonic structure.

Dialogue is the direct verbal.interaction between characters in a literary text. In linguistic
terms, dialogue is a form of dis€ourse that reflects real communication but is artistically
constructed by the author. It is no,t\éimply conversatioh. It is a strategic tool used to develop
plot, reveal character, construct ,social relations, and shape thematic meaning.In
contemporary English novels, dialogue plays a central role because modern fiction aims to
represent realistic, psychologicdlly eemplex, and socially grounded communication.

Dialogue and Narrative Vaice.

Dialogue 1nteracts w1th narration. Sometimes the narrator comments on dialogue.
Sometimes dlalogue ‘stands alone w1thout rexplanation.In some contemporary works,
boundaries between narration and dialogue become blurred. Free indirect discourse allows
the narrator’s voice and the character’s voice to merge.Th1§ blending creates psychological
depth and ambiguity.Moreover,there is authorical discourse .

Authorical discourse . -

Authorial discourse refers to*th? linguistic and narrative presence of the author within a
literary text. It is the way the author organizes, controls, and shapes the narrative. Even
when the author is not dlrectly visible, their petrspective, ideology, and stylistic choices
influence the text.In s1mp§ terms authorial discourse is how the author speaks through the
novel. "It includes narration Mﬁfary, evaluation, strucfural decisions, and stylistic
patterns that guide the redder’s interpretation.Authorial "discourse is not the same as
character speech. Whilecharacters express fictional viewpoints, authorial discourse frames
those viewpoints dnd’positions them within a broadef narrative structure. Authorial
discourse includes the author’s voice position judgment and attitude toward the reader it
shows how the author participates and communicates in the text.

Polyphony and Multiplicity

Many contemporary English novels are polyphonic, meaning they contain multiple
voices and perspectives.However, even in polyphonic texts, authorial discourse
coordinates these voices. The author chooses which voices are included,which are
marginalized, and how they interact.Thus, apparent plurality still operates within an
authorially constructed framework. Each voice in a polyphonic novel represents a distinct
perspective, consciousness, or worlwide. Unlike a single-authorial voice that dominates

2 Typnues, A Kognitiv tilshunoslik va zamonaviy matn tahlili usullari. Samargand, 2018
& Apprqachegand novel analysis in Cambridge university Press
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traditional narratives, polyphonic texts allow characters to speak with relative
autonomy. This creates a more democratic and multi-layered form of storytelling. Even in
polyphonic texts, authorial discourse organizes voices and guides meaning, but the
presence of multiple independent voices creates a layered, dynamic literary experience.

In conclusion, studying discourse strategies and stylistic devices helps us understand
how language works in novels and how writers communicate ideas, feelings, and themes
effectively. Discourse strategies and stylistic devices serve as fundamental mechanisms in
shaping the semantic and pragmatig layers,of contemporary English novels. The interaction
between authorial and ch,a;facter “discourse, the wuse of implicature, narrative
experimentation, and stylistic ﬁgm;es' enhances the aesthetic and communicative value of
literary texts. Approaches grountl”é;'d in' discourse a lysis and stylistics provide deeper
insight into the linguistic organizatign and interpretative potential of modern fiction
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