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DRIFTING BETWEEN LOVE AND FATE IN FAINBERG'S POEM:

AN ANALYSIS OF SEPARATION AND INNER SURRENDER
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Annotation. This article examines the.symbolic imagery of the poem, focusing on the
motifs of the river, boat, and qéje&tial elements. It explores how separation is portrayed as
both emotional loss and submisSion to fates The analysis highlights the tension between
human will and destiny expresseﬁhrough natural m’taphors.
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AHHOTanMsA. B cmamove pacéMamueaemm CUMBONUKA CIUXOMEOPEHUS C AKYEHIMOM
Ha 06pasel pexu, 100KU U Hebe¢HbLx céemu. Pasiyka npeocmasiena Kak SMOYUOHATbHAA
ympama u npo;zeﬂeﬂué eracmu €yobOsl. AHANU3Z pACKpbleaem npomusopedue Mexncoy
yenogeueckou soneu unpedonpedeﬂermeju tepe3 npupooHvle Memapopbi.

Kio4eBble  ci10Ba: - JI10608b; Pasfzyka Cyovoa, Cumeonuzm, QObpas pexu,
Kocmuueckaa cumsonuxa, Cmupenue, 3K3ucmenuuaﬂb{ioe ocmvicnenue, Packasanue,
Ilpeoonpeoenenue.
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Introduction. The poem preseqts a deeply symbolic meditation on love, separation, and
the inevitability of fate. Through the recurring imagery 564 Tiver, a fragile boat, stars,
storm, and clouds, the speakéne€onstructs an emotional landscape iniwhich personal loss is
transformed into a naturafan'ff‘cosmw event. The central theme of the poem is not merely
farewell, but the tension betweg@an will and uncontrollable destiny. The lyrical voice
gradually moves from attachment to painful awareness, revealing both vulnerability and
philosophical reflections ™ */ = X%
7" Love,farewell now, I have drifted away,
Along the river, my little boat stayed.
It was not my lips you kissed, but the stars,
No chance remains for me to stay by your side.
» The River as Fate and the Boat as the Self
The dominant metaphor of the poem is the river. The river symbolizes time, destiny, and
the unstoppable movement of life. It carries everything forward, regardless of individual
desire. The speaker does not navigate the boat; instead, he drifts. This passivity suggests
surrender.
The “little boat” represents the speaker’s inner world — his heart, identity, and
emotional stability. Its fragility reflects the delicacy of human attachment. When the “rope

of longing snaps,” the image signifies the breaking of emotional connection. A rope
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normally binds and secures; its rupture makes return impossible. The
separation is therefore not temporary but irreversible.

The speaker openly admits, “I have flowed.” This confession reveals self-awareness. He
recognizes that he did not resist the current of fate. Thus, the tragedy is not only external
circumstances but also internal surrender.

Cosmic Imagery and the Illusion of Love

The beloved is associated with celestial imagery — stars and the moon. When the
speaker says that it was “not my lips you kissed, but the stars,” love becomes elevated,
distant, and perhaps unattainabfe.r’The Stars symbolize idealization. The beloved is admired
as something luminous yet unredchable.

Later, the statement that no stars will settle up@ her lips indicates the collapse of
illusion. Love loses its transcendental glow and becomes grounded in reality. Similarly,
when clouds hide the moon-like beauty of the beloved, it signifies emotional obscurity and
separation. The cosmos, once raidiam) becomes' veiled.

The Storm of Separation and Existential Reflection

The storm metaphor intensifies the emotional experience. Separation is not calm; it is
violent and dlstw;bmg The stornd represents psychological turmoil — grief, regret, and
despair. The creakmg planks Tof the boat create a sense of instability, suggesting that the
speaker’s inner world is fragile and threatened. |

Moreover, the poem introduces a phildsophical dimension: “The world separates trust
from will.” This line reflects on the'ituman condition. Tho$€ who overcome the current rise
above it; those who surrender-arg carried away. The speaker places himself among the
latter. His farewell becomes both personal and existential. < .

Conclusion. The poem “portrays separation’ not only as a romantic loss but as a
confrontation with destiny. Tﬁ"ough the extended metaphor of water and celestial imagery,
the lyrical hero reveals his Vlgne\ra‘ghfy and his recognltlolré'f personal surrender. The
farewell is gentle yet irreverSible. The final cry of “Forgive me” suggests unresolved regret
and the human desire to be understood even in departure. Ultimately, the poem presents
love as both beautiful and fragile, shaped by forces stronger than individual will.
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