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Abstract: Lexical collocation plays acrucial’role in achieving fluency and accuracy
in academic writing. Howev,é;, smany English .as a Foreign Language (EFL) learners
experience difficulties in using" approprl‘afe word combinations. This study analyzes
common lexical collocation errbffs in academic Writing, identifies their causes, and
suggests pedagogical strategies. for improvement. The findings indicate that mother
tongue interference, lack of epr;vure to authentic academic texts, and limited vocabulary
knowledge significantly contributesto collocation errors. The article emphasizes the
importance of explicit collocation instruction_and corpus-based learning in enhancing
students’ academic; yvriting competence.

Keywords: l@giEZ;( qollocatibn, \agademic writing, EFL learners, vocabulary
competence, language iterference; corpus analysis, error analysis.

AHHOTAIMS: JIeKCUUECKAs COYemaeMOCmy USPaem GadiCcHyl0 POlb 6 OOCHUINCCHULL
beznocmu u mounocmu axademuiecko2o nucbma. OOHAKO usyuaroujue aHIULCKULL A3bIK
KAK UHOCMPAHHBIN 4Y4aACmo CHAARUBAIOMCA ¢ mpyd‘hbcmmwu npU  UCNONIL30GAHUU
NnpAsUNIbHLIX - ClosocoYemanil. \ B cmamee AHARUSUPYIOMCS  MUnUHble owuUoKU
NIEKCUYECKOU ~ COYemaeMocmu, ~ ux —npudunsl U  npeondeaomcs neoao2uuecKue
peKoMenoayuu no ux yCmpaneruio. ;

KialoueBble ciioBa: ‘ﬂ%%c%quKaﬂ COUemaeMoCcmy, aAKAOeMUHeCKoe  NUCbMO,
uzyuarouue aHeIutcKull ﬂSblwaf?Haﬂ KOMnemeHyus, A3bIK08as uHmepghepenyus,
AHAIU3 OUWUDOK. A% 4's

Annotatsiya: Leksik ' kollokatsiva akademik yozuvda -~ ravonlik va  aniqlikni
ta’minlashda muhiﬁdiahamiyatga ega. Biroq ingliz tilint chet tili sifatida o ‘rganuvchilar
ko ‘pincha to‘g‘ri so‘z birikmalarini qo ‘llashda xatolarga yo‘l qo ‘yadilar. Ushbu
maqolada akademik yozuvdagi kollokatsion xatolar, ularning sabablari va ularni
bartaraf etish yo ‘llari tahlil gilinadi.

Kalit so‘zlar: leksik kollokatsiya, akademik yozuv, EFL o ‘quvchilar, lug‘aviy
kompetensiya, til interferensiyasi, xatolar tahlili.

Introduction. Academic writing requires not only grammatical accuracy but also
lexical precision and appropriateness. One of the most important aspects of lexical
competence is the correct use of collocations. Collocations are combinations of words
that frequently occur together and sound natural to native speakers. Examples include
expressions such as conduct research, reach a conclusion, strong evidence, and highly
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effective. For EFL learners, mastering lexical collocations is particularly
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challenging. Even advanced students who demonstrate strong grammatical knowledge
often produce unnatural word combinations. These errors do not always affect
comprehensibility, but they reduce the academic tone and professionalism of the text.

The purpose of this study is to analyze common lexical collocation errors in academic
writing and explore their linguistic and pedagogical implications.

In modern higher education, academic writing is regarded as a fundamental skill that
determines students’ academic success and professional development. Writing academic
texts requires not only grami}latical’accuracy but also lexical precision and stylistic
appropriateness. One of the most challenging aspects of academic writing for English as
a Foreign Language (EFL) leatnrs is the correct™use of lexical collocations. Lexical
collocations refer to natural combinations of words that frequently occur together in a
language, such as conduct research, draw a conclusion, and strong evidence. Although
learners may know the indivi‘dualsmeanings;\of these words, they often struggle to
combine them appropriately. As’a result, their academic writing may contain unnatural or
inappropriate Worq {cor'nbinations that negatively affect clarity, coherence, and academic
tone. Gy e

The problem of lexiéal collocation errors is particularly significant in multilingual
educational contexts, where learners relys heavily on translation strategies from their
mother tongue. Such interference frequently leads to ing¢orrect verb—noun or adjective—
noun combinations. Despite thegrowing importancé; of academic writing skills,
collocational competence is Oftelil underestimated in language teaching. Therefore, this
study aims to analyze the most .common lexical collocation errors found in students’
academic writing, identify”their underlying causes, and propose \effective pedagogical
strategies to improve lexiéal ﬁcuzacy and overall writing quality.

Conclusion. The analysis_ of*Iexical collocation ‘e rs in academic writing
demonstrates that collocatiénal competence is a crucial indicator of advanced language
proficiency. While many 'EFL learners achieve grammatical aceuracy, their writing often
lacks lexical naturdlness due'to/ inappropriate word commbinations. Such errors may not
always distort meaning; however, they significantly reduce the academic tone, clarity,
and overall quality of written discourse. Findings of this study confirm that lexical
collocation errors are systematic rather than accidental. They are primarily caused by
mother tongue interference, overgeneralization of lexical rules, insufficient exposure to
authentic academic texts, and limited awareness of lexical patterns. These factors
highlight the need to reconsider traditional vocabulary teaching approaches that focus
mainly on isolated word memorization instead of lexical chunks and phraseological units.

Developing collocational competence requires a more integrated and learner-centered
approach. Explicit instruction of frequent academic collocations, systematic use of
corpus-based resources, and incorporation of authentic academic materials into classroom
practice can significantly enhance students’ lexical awareness. In addition, continuous
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writing practice accompanied by constructive corrective feedback enables
learners to recognize and gradually eliminate inappropriate collocations.

Furthermore, improving lexical collocation competence contributes not only to better
academic writing but also to overall communicative effectiveness. Students who master
natural word combinations demonstrate greater confidence, fluency, and credibility in
academic and professional contexts. Their texts become clearer, more persuasive, and
stylistically appropriate in the context of multilingual education and globalization,
academic writing skills play any essential role ‘in students’ academic mobility and
international collaboration. Therefore strengthemng collocational competence should be
considered a strategic priority 1n‘f0re1gn lahguage teaching. Future research may focus on
empirical corpus-based studie,s\,)' compafative a@ﬂyses across different linguistic
backgrounds, and the integration.of digital tools for collocation learning.

In conclusion, lexical collocation is mot a minor lexical detail but a fundamental
component of academic discotrses By adopting innovative and integrative teaching
strategies, educators can_help| learners achieye higher levels of lexical precision and
academic excellenee. \ /
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