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EDUCATION AND COMPETITIVENESS IN UZBEKISTAN: IS
THE SYSTEM REACHING THE INTERNATIONAL LEVEL?

Rahmatova Marhabo Ravshanjon qizi
Samarkand State Institute of Foreign Languages

Abstract: This article analyzes recent reforms in the education system of Uzbekistan,
Sfocusing on educational quality and competitiveness. Particular attention is paid to the
participation of higher educa;‘i}n’ institutions in.international rankings, the establishment
of foreign university branches, fheinipleniehtation of the credit-modular system, and the
widespread use of digital education technologies. Tl’e study highlights the integration of
Uzbekistan’s education system into the global educational space and its capacity to train
competitive human capital undér conditions _of global competition. Furthermore, the
article discusses the pol‘eniz’al «for _achieving innovative development through
strengthening competition in education.

Keywords: ea:u'caﬁbn System,: competitiveness, international rankings, higher
education, educatjg_)ﬁdl.reforms, gfobaﬁzgji’()n

Annotatsiya: Ushbu' h’iac}oladct O ‘zbekistonda ta’lim tizimining so ‘nggi yillardagi
islohotlari, ta’lim sifati va raqobatbardoshlik masalalari tahlil gilinadi. Xususan, oliy
ta’lim muassasalarining xalgaro reytinglardagi ishtiroki, xorijiy universitetlar
filiallarining ochilishi, kredit-modul~tizimining joriy ‘}\tilishi hamda ragamli ta’lim
texnologiyalarining keng qo“lla(zilishi masalalariga e’/tibor qaratiladi. Tadgiqotda
O zbekiston ta’lim tizimining xalgaro ta’lim makoniga“integratsiyalashuvi va global
raqobat sharoitida kadrlar gtayyorlash salohiyati ilmiy-nazariy jihatdan yoritiladi.
Shuningdek, ta’limda raqo‘b’él'f}gi\kuchaytirish orqali_innovatsion, rivojlanishga erishish
imkoniyatlari muhokama qilin%_‘: 4

Kalit so‘zlar: ta’lim tizimi, raqobatbardoshlik, xalgaro reytinglar, oliy ta’lim, ta’lim
islohotlari, globallashuy™ ** <
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AHHOTAWMS: B daiinoi chamve aHaﬂusupy;omCﬂ‘p\e?)'O'prz cucmemvl 06pa308aHUS 8
Vibexucmane 3a nocneonue 200bl ¢ AKYEeHMOM HA Kayecmeo 00paA308aHus U
KOHKYpeHmocnocoonocmo. Ocoboe HUMaHUe YOensiemcss Y4acmuio 8blCUUX YUeOHbIX
3a6e0eHull 8 MeNCOVHAPOOHBIX pelumuHeax, OmKpblimulo @UIUAL08 3apPyOeHCHBIX
VHUBEpCcUmemos, 6HeOpeHuio KpeoumHo-moOYIbHOU CUCTNEeMbl, d MAaKH#Ce UUPOKOMY
npUMeHeHuI0 Yupposuix 0bpazoeamenbHuix mexHono2ui. B uccredosanuu oceewjaemcs
unmezpayus cucmemvl 00pazoeanus Y3zbexkucmana 6 Muposoe o00OpazosamenvHoe
NPOCMPAHCME0 U ee NOMEHYUAl 8 HNOO020MOBKe KOHKYPEHMOCHOCOOHbIX KAOpO8 6
VCRo8uax — enobanvHol  KouKypenyuu. Takoce paccmampuearomcs  803MONCHOCMU
0ocmudcenuss UHHOBAYUOHHO20 PA36UMUs 34 Cuem YCUleHus KOHKYPeHyuu 6 cghepe
00pazosanusl.
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KiroueBble ciaoBa: cucmema o6pazosanus, KOHKYPEHMOCHOCOOHOCM®b,
MeNHCOYHApOOHble peumuneu, evicuiee o00pazoeanue, o0oOpasosamebHvle pepopmul,
2noobanuzayus

In the context of accelerating globalization processes, the education system has
emerged as one of the decisive factors in the socio-economic development of countries.
The quality of education, its competitiveness, -and compliance with international
standards are considered key indicators-that determine a state’s position in the global
arena. From this perspective;;:4the educational reforms implemented in Uzbekistan in
recent years are of particular sigfiificance, as they are aimed at modernizing the education
system, integrating it into the intéthational educatiohal space, and improving the quality
of human capital training. This article provides a scholarly analysis of the formation of a
competitive environment within’ Uzbekistan’s~education system, its alignment with
international experience, and its prospects-at the global level.

The issue of education and’competition has been widely studied in the fields of
pedagogy, sociology, and economics. International research evaluates competition within
education systems asia factor that stimulates innovation, enhances educational quality,
and ensures the préparaﬁo’h of a werkfotce aligned with labor market demands. Scholars
such as Altbach, Knight, and Marginson emphasize tl%at the globalization of higher
education has fostered a healthy competitive environment among universities. According
to their views, international rankings, academic mobility:‘»:e_md joint educational programs
encourage educational instituti'onﬁ to pursue continuous de\//elopment.

In the studies of Uzbek scholars, educational reform iNXémiqed in close connection
with national development” strategies. In particular, the expansion of academic and
financial autonomy of hlﬁh'e‘?;e(iucation institutions, the development of the non-state
education sector, and the opggﬁ\o@’f'branches of foreign gﬂ‘f\’/ersities are identified as
key factors strengthening e¢ompetition in education. The literature review indicates that
competition is determinied” not only. by the. increase in the number of educational
institutions but alsd'by the quality of educational content, teaching methodologies, and
research activities.

From a practical standpoint, the introduction of the credit-modular system, increased
attention to international accreditation processes, and the widespread application of
digital education platforms in Uzbekistan contribute to aligning educational quality with
international standards. At the same time, several studies point out existing challenges,
including uneven development of competition in education, regional disparities, and
issues related to human resource capacity. Thus, the literature review demonstrates that
alongside positive developments in Uzbekistan’s progress toward international
educational standards, there remain systemic challenges that require a comprehensive and
consistent approach.
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In conclusion, the issue of education and competition has gained strategic

importance in Uzbekistan today. The ongoing reforms in the education system, the
expansion of international cooperation, and the formation of a competitive environment
contribute to the country’s integration into the global educational space. Nevertheless,
ensuring sustainable improvement in educational quality, strengthening research
activities, and fully aligning with international standards require the implementation of
coherent and comprehensive measures. By fostering healthy competition in education,
Uzbekistan can achieve the capa01ty to~train_coempetitive professionals not only at the
regional but also at the 1nterna1;10nal 1e’vel
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