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Abstract. This article explores the rich intellectual and spiritual legacy of Abu 

Muhammad Abdullah ad-Darimi, with a particular focus on the role of his work Sunan in 

promoting Islamic ethics and social values through hadiths. The study highlights ad -

Darimi’s contribution to the science of hadith, his methodological rigor, and how his 

teachings can inform the moral and spiritual development of contemporary youth. The 

article analyzes the educational potential of the ethical and religious content of his 

writings in cultivating youth consciousness and underscores the importance of 

incorporating Islamic scholarly heritage into modern educational and spiritual 

frameworks. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In the face of global modernization, secularization, and the rapid spread of cultural 

globalization, contemporary youth often find themselves grappling with moral ambiguity, 

spiritual confusion, and a lack of rooted identity. This crisis is particularly pronounced in 

Muslim societies where the disconnection from classical Islamic sources has, in some 

cases, led to a weakened understanding of religious values, ethical behavior, and 

communal responsibility. In such an era, the revival of classical Islamic scholarship, 

particularly the legacies of prominent scholars such as Abu Muhammad Abdullah ad -

Darimi, is not only relevant but necessary. His works, especially the renowned Sunan ad-

Darimi, contain timeless wisdom that addresses both the intellectual and moral 

development of individuals. 

Abu Muhammad Abdullah ad-Darimi (797–869 CE), born in Samarqand, stands 

among the great muhaddithun (hadith scholars) of the Islamic Golden Age. He was not 

merely a transmitter of prophetic traditions but also a spiritual guide and an educational 

architect whose contributions shaped the development of hadith sciences and religious 

thought. His compilation Sunan ad-Darimi is recognized as one of the most respected  
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and reliable sources of hadith, often listed alongside the canonical Kutub al-

Tis‘ah (The Nine Books). However, what makes his legacy distinct is not just the 

authenticity of his narrations but the depth of moral, educational, and methodological 

insights embedded in his work. 

While the Sunan primarily serves as a textual foundation for Islamic law and theology, 

its thematic organization also reveals a deliberate pedagogical design. The chapters are 

structured not only to transmit prophetic sayings but also to foster a moral framework 

based on compassion, honesty, justice, sincerity, humility, and self -awareness. In this 

way, ad-Darimi’s work transcends the conventional boundaries of hadith literature and 

functions as a curriculum for character development and spiritual r efinement. This dual 

function of his writings—as both juridical and ethical guidance—makes them an 

invaluable resource for contemporary educators and youth mentors seeking to cultivate 

balanced Muslim identities. 

More importantly, ad-Darimi lived during a time of considerable theological disputes, 

political upheaval, and intellectual fragmentation in the Muslim world. Despite the 

divisive nature of his era, he managed to uphold a principled and methodologically sound 

approach to knowledge, emphasizing critical examination, source verification, and 

contextual understanding. These scholarly traits are deeply needed today, where 

unfiltered access to information, especially via digital platforms, often exposes youth to 

misinterpretations, weak narrations, or even fabricated hadiths. A return to ad-Darimi’s 

epistemological rigor may help develop in young Muslims a discerning mindset that 

values authenticity, reflection, and scholarly accountability. 

Furthermore, contemporary pedagogical studies increasingly emphasize the 

importance of values-based education and ethical reasoning in the formation of 

emotionally intelligent, socially responsible citizens. Islamic heritage, with its holistic 

vision of the human being—body, mind, and soul—offers a rich framework for such 

educational goals. Within this paradigm, scholars like ad-Darimi emerge not only as 

religious authorities but as models of integrated scholarship. His ability to intertwine 

knowledge and ethics, tradition and critical thinking, makes his legacy exceptio nally 

pertinent to youth education. 

The aim of this paper is to examine the methodological significance of Abu 

Muhammad ad-Darimi’s scholarly contributions, especially as they relate to the moral 

and spiritual development of Muslim youth today. By explorin g his major works, 

historical context, and educational principles, this study seeks to demonstrate how ad -

Darimi’s intellectual legacy can inform modern strategies for youth formation. In doing 

so, it will bridge the gap between classical Islamic scholarsh ip and contemporary 

educational needs, showing how traditional knowledge can be revitalized in service of 

nurturing thoughtful, ethical, and spiritually aware generations. 

 

  METHODS 
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This study employs a qualitative, content-driven methodology focused on 

the textual analysis of primary and secondary sources related to the life, works, and 

intellectual approach of Abu Muhammad Abdullah ad-Darimi. Central to the research is 

his hadith compilation Sunan ad-Darimi, which serves not only as a religious text but also 

as an educational and ethical framework. The research approach involves examining the 

structure, content, and thematic focus of the Sunan, especially those narrations that 

emphasize character building, spiritual awareness, and social responsibility. In addition to 

this primary text, classical biographical sources such as Tabaqat al-Huffaz, Siyar A‘lam 

al-Nubala, and Tarikh al-Islam were consulted to reconstruct the scholarly context in 

which ad-Darimi worked, the influences he received from his teachers, and the scholarly 

environments of Samarqand, Hijaz, Iraq, and Egypt where he studied and taught. 

Secondary sources including contemporary research articles, Islamic studies journals, and 

scholarly commentaries on hadith methodology were used to assess how ad-Darimi’s 

intellectual framework has been interpreted and applied in modern contexts. Comparative 

references to the works of other classical muhaddiths such as Imam al -Bukhari, Imam 

Muslim, and Ibn Majah were also included to highlight methodological  similarities and 

differences. In analyzing these texts, the study applied hermeneutic and interpretive 

reading methods that seek not just to describe the content but to identify the underlying 

educational philosophy embedded in ad-Darimi’s hadith selection and categorization. 

The study further explored how his emphasis on epistemic reliability, ethical conduct, 

and structured transmission can be incorporated into contemporary models of youth 

education, particularly within Islamic schooling and informal rel igious mentorship. While 

no empirical fieldwork was conducted, the depth of textual engagement was intended to 

extract actionable insights relevant to current pedagogical discussions. This method 

ensures a grounded understanding of ad-Darimi’s methodology, viewed not in isolation 

but as part of an evolving Islamic intellectual heritage that continues to offer relevant 

tools for spiritual and moral formation in youth today. 

RESULTS 

The analysis of Abu Muhammad Abdullah ad-Darimi’s scholarly work reveals several 

fundamental elements that can serve as a methodological foundation for shaping the 

moral and spiritual development of youth in contemporary settings. First, ad -Darimi’s 

strict approach to hadith authentication reflects a deep concern for epistemologica l clarity 

and truthfulness. He consistently applied critical evaluation to narrators, preferred 

concise isnads, and rejected unreliable chains, which indicates an educational model that 

values honesty, discipline, and methodological precision [1]. This commitment to 

verifying truth serves as an ideal model for modern youth who must navigate a flood of 

unfiltered information in digital and social media environments. 

Second, the content of the Sunan ad-Darimi goes beyond legal rulings and contains an 

extensive collection of narrations centered on internal virtues such as sincerity, patience, 

humility, compassion, and trust in God. For example, many chapters are devoted to moral 
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topics like the intentions behind actions, the virtue of silence, the 

consequences of lying, and the importance of kindness to others. These narrations 

contribute directly to ethical pedagogy and offer practical moral guidance that can be 

applied in everyday life by young Muslims [2]. 

Third, ad-Darimi’s work pays particular attention to the inner dimensions of faith and 

spiritual purification (tazkiya). He includes hadiths that discuss matters of the heart, such 

as the significance of pure intention (niyyah), the dangers of arrogance, and the value of 

self-accountability. Such themes resonate with today’s youth, many of whom seek 

meaningful internal frameworks for understanding their purpose, identity, and role in 

society [3]. 

Fourth, the structure of Sunan ad-Darimi shows deliberate categorization and clarity. It 

is organized into books and chapters that deal with various aspects of personal and 

communal life—prayer, fasting, family life, social interactions, and worship ethics—

thereby forming a holistic moral curriculum. This systematic organization demonstrates 

that knowledge must not only be accumulated but arranged in a manner that facilitates 

comprehension and practical application. Ad-Darimi’s methodology thus reflects the 

logic of curriculum design and content sequencing relevant for  contemporary Islamic 

pedagogy [4]. 

Fifth, his ability to preserve essential teachings while remaining above factional and 

political disputes highlights a model of balanced intellectual leadership. He lived in an 

era marked by theological and political divisions but prioritized knowledge integrity and 

unity. For youth education today, this model offers a framework for fostering critical 

thinking without falling into ideological rigidity or sectarianism. It teaches that moral 

clarity and knowledge-based reasoning can co-exist with humility and social 

responsibility [5]. 

Finally, the educational impact of ad-Darimi’s teachings is further evidenced by the 

legacy of his students and the continued relevance of his Sunan in Islamic institutions. 

His influence spread through the works of those he taught, who themselves became 

renowned scholars. The spiritual and ethical emphasis in his works continues to shape 

how hadith is taught in many traditional schools and modern seminaries. This enduring 

presence underlines that ad-Darimi’s legacy is not merely historical but educationally 

active and applicable in addressing the challenges of identity, morality, and faith among 

today’s youth [6]. 

DISCUSSION 

The methodological legacy of Abu Muhammad Abdullah ad-Darimi is not limited to 

his rigorous authentication of hadith or his comprehensive coverage of Islamic legal 

themes; it extends to an implicit pedagogical philosophy that is deeply relevant to modern 

educational frameworks. His careful selection and organization of hadiths demonstrate a 

thoughtful concern with not only what is taught but how it is taught, and more 

importantly, how knowledge shapes the ethical and spiritual character of the learner. This 
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approach aligns with the current emphasis in pedagogy on va lues-based 

education, where the formation of the whole person — intellectually, ethically, 

emotionally, and spiritually — is prioritized. Ad-Darimi’s work stands as a historical 

testimony to the integration of ethics and epistemology, a model that remains necessary 

in contemporary Muslim education. 

One of the most distinctive features of ad-Darimi’s contribution is his commitment to 

the moral development of individuals through knowledge transmission. His narrations 

repeatedly emphasize intention, sincerity, humility, and trustworthiness — qualities 

essential not only for religious practice but for the integrity of knowledge itself. He 

recognized that true knowledge must lead to action, and true action must be grounded in 

spiritual consciousness. These values are critical for today’s youth, who face a world rife 

with superficial information and performative religiosity. Ad-Darimi’s insistence on 

substance over form, and depth over display, teaches youth to prioritize inner reform over 

external image. 

Moreover, his ability to operate within a pluralistic scholarly environment without 

succumbing to partisanship or theological aggression provides a vital lesson in 

intellectual maturity. His work reflects tolerance, respect for difference, and a 

prioritization of truth-seeking over victory in debate. For young Muslims engaging with a 

diverse global society, these traits serve as a model for dialogue, coexistence, and 

principled leadership. His balanced approach reinforces that moral clarity need not 

conflict with critical thinking, and that tradition can evolve without abandoning 

authenticity. 

Ad-Darimi’s Sunan also functions as a comprehensive ethical reference manual. The 

breadth of its subject matter, ranging from individual worship to social ethics and inter -

personal conduct, offers practical tools for young Muslims navigating modern challenges. 

Whether dealing with peer pressure, ethical dilemmas, or identity formation, the 

principles found in Sunan ad-Darimi — justice, patience, compassion, integrity — 

provide timeless guidance. The integration of these values into contemporary Islamic 

education curricula can help rebuild confidence, rootedness, and spiritual depth in youth.  

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the scholarly and ethical contributions of Abu Muhammad Abdulla h ad-

Darimi offer more than historical value — they provide living tools for shaping future 

generations. His legacy, preserved in works such as Sunan ad-Darimi, represents an 

educational model built on truthfulness, moral clarity, intellectual rigor, and s piritual 

insight. These foundations are critical for developing young Muslims who are not only 

knowledgeable but also wise, not only devout but also ethical, and not only connected to 

tradition but also capable of navigating contemporary realities with con fidence and 

compassion. 

Incorporating ad-Darimi’s methodology into youth education is not merely an 

academic task — it is a social necessity. By aligning classical scholarship with modern 



European science international conference: 

MODERN PROBLEMS IN EDUCATION AND THEIR SCIENTIFIC  

  SOLUTIONS  

394 
 

pedagogical principles, Islamic education can be revitalized to foster 

balanced, resilient, and value-driven individuals. Ad-Darimi’s voice, echoing from the 

scholarly circles of 9th-century Samarqand, continues to offer clarity in a world of 

confusion, purpose in a time of distraction, and integrity in an age of fragmenta tion. His 

legacy is a compass that continues to guide the sincere seeker, especially the youth, 

toward a life of meaning, responsibility, and divine consciousness. 
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