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Abstract. This article explores the concept of linguistic identity in the classroom, 

focusing on the challenges faced by multilingual learners and educators. It discusses how 

multilingual students form complex linguistic identities and the  impact of language on 

their cultural and academic experiences. The article also highlights the role of educators 

in supporting students’ linguistic identities by creating inclusive, culturally responsive 

environments that value multilingualism. Furthermore, it addresses the challenges 

educators face, such as language barriers and standardized testing, and provides 

recommendations for fostering a more inclusive and supportive classroom for 

multilingual learners. 
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Annotatsiya. Ushbu maqola o‘quv xonasidagi lingvistik identitet tushunchasini 

o‘rganib chiqadi, ko‘p tilli o‘quvchilar va o‘qituvchilar duch keladigan qiyinchiliklarga 

e'tibor qaratadi. Maqolada ko‘p tilli o‘quvchilarning qanday qilib murakkab lingvistik 

identitetlarni shakllantirishi va tilning ularning madaniy va akademik tajribalarga ta'siri 

muhokama qilinadi. Shuningdek, o‘qituvchilarning o‘quvchilarning lingvistik 

identitetlarini qo‘llab-quvvatlashdagi roli, inklyuziv va madaniy jihatdan javobgar muhit 

yaratishda til ko‘p tillilikni qadrlashga qaratilgan. Maqola, shuningdek, o‘qitu vchilar 

duch keladigan til to‘siqlari va standartlashtirilgan testlar kabi qiyinchiliklarni ham 

ko‘rib chiqadi hamda ko‘p tilli o‘quvchilar uchun yanada inklyuziv va qo‘llab -

quvvatlovchi o‘quv xonasini yaratish bo‘yicha tavsiyalar beradi.  

Kalit so'zlar. Lingvistik shaxsiyat (o’zlik) ko‘p tilli o‘quvchilar, til to‘siqlari, inklyuziv 

ta'lim, madaniy sezgirlik, pedagogika, ta'limdagi qiyinchiliklar, ko‘p tillilik, madaniy 

jihatdan moslatirilgan o‘qitish, til bilim darajasi  

 

Аннотация: В данной статье рассматривается концепция языковой 

идентичности в образовательной среде, с акцентом на трудности, с которыми 
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сталкиваются многоязычные учащиеся и педагоги. Обсуждается, как 

многоязычные студенты формируют сложные языковые идентичности и какое 

влияние язык оказывает на их культурный и академический опыт. Также в статье 

подчеркивается роль педагогов в поддержке языковой идентичности учащихся 

через создание инклюзивной, культурно чувствительной образовательной среды, в 

которой ценится многоязычие. Кроме того, рассматриваются проблемы, с 

которыми сталкиваются педагоги, такие как языковые барьеры и 

стандартизированное тестирование, а также предлагаются рекомендации по 

формированию более инклюзивной и поддерживающей атмосферы в классе для 

многоязычных учащихся. 

Ключевые слова: Языковая идентичность, многоязычные учащиеся, языковые 

барьеры, инклюзивное образование, культурная чувствительность, педагогика, 

образовательные трудности, многоязычие, культурно адаптированное обучение, 

уровень владения языком. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

In today’s increasingly globalized world, multilingualism is becoming more common, 

with classrooms often filled with students who speak a variety of languages. This 

diversity brings both opportunities and challenges, especially in terms of students' 

linguistic identities. Linguistic identity refers to how individuals define themselves and 

are defined by others through language. It shapes their interactions, cultural ties, and self -

perception. For multilingual learners, this identity can be fluid, shaped by multiple 

languages and cultural influences. 

In the classroom, linguistic identity plays a crucial role in how students navigate their 

academic environment. For multilingual learners, their ability to succeed is often 

influenced by their relationship with the language of instruction, their native languages, 

and the educational system's expectations. These learners face unique challenges, such as 

balancing their cultural heritage with the need to conform to the dominant language 

norms. Furthermore, educators play an essential role in fostering an environment where 

linguistic diversity is embraced, ensuring that all students feel valued and supported. This 

article explores the complex dynamics of linguistic identity in multilingual classrooms, 

examining the challenges faced by learners and the ways in which educators can support 

their linguistic development. It will also address the broader implications of linguistic 

identity on educational practices and outcomes, proposing strategies for creating 

inclusive and culturally responsive classrooms that support multilingual learners in their 

academic journeys. 

MAIN BODY  

Linguistic identity in the classroom is a crucial element in understanding the 

experiences of multilingual learners. These students often navigate multiple li nguistic and 

cultural worlds, each with its own set of expectations, norms, and values. As a result,  
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their linguistic identity is shaped by both their home languages and the 

dominant language of instruction, creating a unique set of challenges. 

For multilingual learners, the process of balancing their cultural and linguistic heritage 

with the need to fit into the classroom environment can be complex. On one hand, they 

may feel a strong connection to their native language, which represents their family, 

community, and cultural identity. On the other hand, they may feel pressure to adopt the 

language of instruction, which is often viewed as the key to academic success. This 

tension can lead to a sense of displacement or confusion, especially if their home 

language is not valued or recognized in the classroom. In some cases, multilingual 

students may even suppress their native language in favor of the dominant language to 

avoid feeling marginalized or excluded [1]. 

One of the significant challenges faced by multilingual learners is language 

proficiency. Students who are still developing proficiency in the language of instruction 

may struggle to understand lessons, express themselves, and participate in class 

discussions. This can lead to feelings of frustration and isolation, as students may feel 

that their academic potential is being underestimated due to their language abilities. The 

challenge of language proficiency is further compounded by the fact that many 

educational systems have standardized testing requirements that do not always account 

for the diverse linguistic backgrounds of students. As a result, multilingual learners may 

be unfairly assessed, leading to a mismatch between their actual abilities and their test 

scores [2]. 

The role of educators in supporting linguistic identity is critical. Teachers need to be 

aware of the linguistic diversity in their classrooms and take proactive steps to create an 

inclusive and welcoming environment. This involves recognizing and valuing students' 

home languages and cultures, integrating these languages into classroom activities, and 

encouraging students to feel pride in their linguistic identity. By fostering an environment 

where linguistic diversity is celebrated, educators can help students develop a positive 

sense of self and confidence in their abilities. 

Moreover, educators must be mindful of the challenges posed by language barriers. 

For students who are still learning the language of instruction, the ability to communicate 

effectively in class can be a major obstacle. Teachers can support these students by using 

various strategies, such as visual aids, peer support, and differentiated instruction, to 

ensure that they have the tools they need to succeed. Additionally, providing professional 

development for educators on the needs of multilingual learners can help them better 

understand the complexities of linguistic identity and how to address them in their 

teaching [3]. 

Another key challenge for educators is the educational system's tendency to prioritize 

certain languages over others. In many cases, the dominant language of instruction is 

treated as the "correct" or "superior" language, while minority languages are often 

marginalized. This can create an unequal power dynamic in the classroom, wh ere 
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students who speak minority languages may feel their language is not valued. 

Teachers can challenge this hierarchy by promoting the idea that all languages have value 

and that multilingualism is an asset. This can help break down barriers and create a more 

equitable learning environment for all students [4]. 

Furthermore, educators should be aware of the impact of standardized testing on 

multilingual learners. Many standardized tests are designed with native speakers of the 

dominant language in mind, which can place multilingual students at a disadvantage. 

These tests often do not accurately reflect the students' academic abilities, as they fail to 

consider the students' proficiency in the language of instruction. To address this issue, 

educators can advocate for more inclusive assessment methods that take linguistic 

diversity into account and ensure that students' true abilities are measured [5].  

In addition to these challenges, multilingual learners may also experience social and 

emotional difficulties related to their linguistic identity. Being part of a linguistic 

minority group can lead to feelings of isolation, discrimination, and a lack of belonging. 

These feelings can have a significant impact on students' mental health and well -being, as 

well as their academic success. Educators can play a crucial role in addressing these 

issues by creating a classroom environment that promotes inclusion, respect, and 

understanding. By acknowledging the value of students' linguistic and cultural 

backgrounds, teachers can help foster a sense of belonging and self-worth among 

multilingual learners [6]. 

Ultimately, the classroom should be a space where linguistic diversity is celebrated, 

and all students, regardless of their language background, feel valued and supporte d. This 

requires a shift in educational practices that recognizes the importance of linguistic 

identity and embraces multilingualism as a strength rather than a barrier. By creating an 

inclusive and culturally responsive classroom environment, educators ca n help 

multilingual learners navigate the complexities of their linguistic identities and succeed 

academically [7]. 

CONCLUSION  

In conclusion, linguistic identity plays a crucial role in shaping the academic and 

social experiences of multilingual learners. These students face unique challenges as they 

navigate multiple languages and cultures, often feeling the tension between maintaining 

their native language and adapting to the language of instruction. Educators play an 

essential role in supporting students’ linguistic identities by creating inclusive, culturally 

responsive environments that value multilingualism and recognize the importance of 

home languages. 

The challenges faced by multilingual learners—such as language barriers, standardized 

testing, and cultural assimilation—can impact their academic success and emotional well-

being. However, by promoting linguistic diversity and challenging hierarchical views of 

language, educators can help foster a positive sense of self in multilingual stu dents. 

Furthermore, creating a supportive classroom environment that respects and integrates 
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students’ linguistic identities contributes to their overall academic growth and 

personal development. 

Ultimately, embracing linguistic diversity in the classroom is not only beneficial for 

multilingual learners but also enriches the learning experience for all students. As 

education systems continue to become more diverse, it is essential for educators to 

prioritize inclusivity and cultural responsiveness, ensuring that every student, regardless 

of their linguistic background, has the opportunity to succeed and thrive.  

Here’s a sample of references you can use for your article. You may need to add or 

adjust them based on the sources you used for your research. 
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