y

% )
A SNJs

European science international conference:

a
\\ g

MODERN PROBLEMS IN EDUCATION AND THEIR SCIENTIFIC
SOLUTIONS
PLOT AND CHARACTERS OF THE KITE RUNNER BY KHALED
HOSSEINI

Nazarova Gulbahor Pirmanovna
Bukhara State University (Ph.D)
g.p.nazarova@buxdu.uz
Sirojeva Nafisa Sodiqgjon qizi
Bukhara State University (MS)
(s n.ssirojeva@buxdu.uz
o i
Abstract. Khaled Hosseini’s Thé Kite Runner is% seminal work of modern literature,
offering profound insights into themes of personal guilt, cultural identity, and the human
capacity for redemption. Setagainst Afghanistan's socio-political upheavals, the novel
traces the protagonist Amir's journey from childhood innocence to mature self-
awareness. This article analyzes the narrative structure, key characters, and the novel’s
thematic depth, prowdlng a reflective discussion on its moral and psychological

dimensions. TN ~

Keywords. The Kite ‘Runner, Khaled Hosseini, . redemption, betrayal, Afghanistan,
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Annomauus. Poman Xaﬂedz Xocceunu «bezywuii 3a eempom» — 3mo evloaroujeecs
npousgeoenue co8PeMeHHOlU aumepamypul, packpuvleaiouee 2nyooKue memvl, maKue Kax
YY6CMBO  GUHBI, KVIbMYPHASL UOSHMUYHOCMb U  Yel08eHecKdas CHOCOOHOCMb K
uckynienuro. Ha ¢one coyuanbro-nornumuveckux nompscenuti 6 Ageanucmane
paszsopavusaemcs UCmopusi 21a8H020 2eposi Amupa, npocnescusarowas e2o nymos om
0emcKol He8UHHOCMU K OCO3HAHUIO U 3pelocmu. B 0anHol cmambe npoananusuposaHol
crooicem, KIouesble NePCOHANCU U MeMAmuyeckoe coO0epicanue PoMaHd, a makxdice
NPeONIoHCEHbL PA3MBIUUAEHUS O €20 MOPAIbHOU U NCUXOJIOSUYECKOLL 2TTYOUHE.

Knrwueevie cnosa: berymumii 3a BetpoMm, Xaneo Xoccetinu, uckyniemue,
npedamenbcmeo, Apeanucman, smuudecKkue pasiuyus, 6UHA, NPOUjeHue, IMUSPAHMCKULL
onvim.
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Annotatsiya. Xolid Hussayniyiting “Shamol ortlyan yugurib” asari - bu zamonaviy
badiiy adabiyotning dolzarb asarlaridan biri bo’lib, u chuqur ma’no, aybdorlik hissi,
ma ’daniyat va insoniyatning aybini yuvishga intilishini tasvirlab keladi. Ijtimoiy-siyosiy
ziddiyatlar tasviri ortida Afg’@nistonda_ asosiy qahramon Amirning bolalarcha
beg uborligidan ulg’ayish _va’ kamoloigacha bo’lgan hikoyasi boshlanadi. Ushbu
magolada asar syu;etl asosiy ~gqahramonlar va ularning hayoti tahlil qgilinadi.
Shuningdek, asar: SijetIdagI voqealamlng psixologik tahlili keltiriladi.

Kalit so’zlar: Shamel ortidan- yugurib, Xolid Hussayniy, aybini yuvish, xiyonat,
Afg oniston, etnik farq, ayb, kechirim, emigrantlik

Introduction e % -

Khaled Hosseini’s debut novei}, The Kite Runner, is not just a story of friendship and
betrayal—it is a profound exploration of the human condifienset against the backdrop of
Afghanistan’s turbulent socm political history. Published in 2003, the novel begins in the
1970s in a peaceful Kabﬁl C|ty on the brink of decades of upheaval. The narrative
spans several decades, chronlcllng-the effects of the Soviet invasion, the rise of the
Taliban, and the subsequent exodus of Afghan refugees. Within this complex historical
context, Hosseini crafts;a deeply personal and emotional story that examines themes of
guilt, redemption, I0yalty, and the endurihg impact of chifdhood decisions.

At its heart, The Kite Runner is a tale of moral struggle and personal growth, as seen
through the eyes of Amir, the protagonist. The novel follows Amir’s journey from a self-
centered child complicit in an act of betrayal to a man who seeks redemption by
confronting the sins of his past. Hosseini’s ability to intertwine the personal with the
political creates a narrative that resonates universally, even as it remains firmly rooted in
the specificity of Afghan culture and history.

The kite itself becomes a powerful symbol throughout the novel, representing
freedom, loyalty, and the complex dynamics of relationships. The act of kite flying,
initially depicted as a joyous activity connecting Amir and Hassan, becomes a metaphor
for the highs and lows of their friendship, as well as the burden of Amir’s guilt. As the
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novel progresses, the simple image of the kite takes on deeper connotations,

mirroring the protagonist's emotional and moral transformation.

Hosseini also uses the novel to address larger social issues such as ethnic
discrimination and the plight of refugees. The relationship between Amir, a privileged
Pashtun, and Hassan, a marginalized Hazara, highlights the systemic inequality and
prejudice embedded within Afghan society. Through their bond and eventual
estrangement, Hosseini exposes the deep-seated divisions that not only shape individual
lives but also echo the broader struggles of the nation itself.

Ultimately, The Kite Runn,e_'r is a story about redemption and the enduring power of
forgiveness. It asks difficult/*questions sabout the moral choices we make, the
consequences of our actions, and Whether it is ever too late to make amends. By framing
these universal questions within, the specific cultural and historical context of
Afghanistan, Hosseini creates‘a~work of literature that transcends borders, offering
readers a window into a world‘that issat once unfamiliar and profoundly relatable.

Plot Analysis {

The plot of The Klte Runner is structured around three significant phases in the life of
the protagonist, Amlr Each phasecorresponds to a key stage in his psychological and
moral development, reflectmg the interplay between individual agency and societal
influences. Hosseini employs a linear narrative interspersqd with flashbacks, allowing
readers to understand the enduring impact of childhood experiences on adult identity.

1. Childhood in Kabul: The Foundations of Guilt .

The novel begins in 1970s Kabul, a city marked by its social stratification and ethnic
divisions. Amir, the privileged son of a wealthy Pashtun bésingssman, Baba, shares a
close yet complex relatlonshlp with Hassan, the son of their Hazaraiservant, Ali. Despite
their bond, the frlendshlp}s unequal shaped by Afghanistan’s entrenched ethnic
hierarchies, where Pashtuns hold soet soeietal dominance, and Ha;aras are marginalized.

The kite-flying tournament becomes a pivotal moment, symbolizing both triumph and
moral failure. While Amir wins Baba’s approval by securing victory, his failure to
intervene during Hdssan’s assault by the sociopathic AsSef reveals the fragility of his
moral character. This event introduces the central theme of guilt, as Amir's betrayal not
only fractures his relationship with Hassan but also initiates a lifelong struggle with self-
reproach. Psychologically, this phase reflects Erik Erikson’s concept of “industry versus
inferiority,” where Amir’s actions are driven by his need for paternal validation, leading
to moral compromises.

2. Exile and Adaptation in America: The Burden of Guilt

The Soviet invasion forces Amir and Baba to flee to the United States, marking the
second phase of the narrative. The immigrant experience introduces themes of
displacement, identity, and resilience. Baba, once a figure of strength and affluence in
Kabul, struggles to adapt to his diminished status, highlighting the challenges of cultural
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dislocation. In contrast, Amir thrives academically and marries Soraya,
another Afghan immigrant.

However, this period is characterized by Amir's inability to escape the shadows of his
past. His internal conflict, rooted in unresolved guilt, mirrors Freud’s concept of the
"superego" as a relentless moral conscience. Despite outward success, Amir’s
psychological stagnation is evident, as he avoids confronting his betrayal of Hassan. This
phase underscores the novel’s exploration of diaspora identity and the intergenerational
impact of trauma, as Baba’s discontent shapes Amir’s emotional landscape.

3. Return and Redemption:lThe Pathto Catharsis

The final phase of the novel @€curs when-Amir returns to Taliban-controlled
Afghanistan after receiving a call ffom Rahim Khan)3aba’s close friend. This journey is
both literal and metaphorical, representing Amir’s quest for atonement. Rahim Khan
reveals a transformative truth:‘Hassan was Amir’s half-brother, a revelation that redefines
Amir’s understanding of family anddoyalty. ;

Determined to redeem himself, Amir undertakes the dangerous mission of rescuing
Hassan’s son, Sohrab “Who has been orphaned and subjected to abuse by Assef, now a
Taliban official. The climactic' confrontation between Amir and Assef serves as a
moment of catharsis. “Amir’s wﬂhngness to endure physical harm to save Sohrab
symbolizes his moral awakening and commitment to recti1\‘ying past wrongs.

The novel concludes with Amir bringing Sohrab to the United States, offering him a
chance at a new life. The kite-flying=scene at the end;“where Amir runs the kite for
Sohrab, mirrors Hassan’s unwavering loyalty from earlier in the novel. This act signifies
Amir’s redemption and the possibility of breaking cycles oF guiltand betrayal.

Scientific Reflection on-thelot Structure

Hosseini’s narrative st?uct"i‘e reﬂects Joseph Campbell’s “Hero’s Journey” archetype,
where Amir embarks on a transfonmm\/e journey of self- dlsgovery and redemption. The
three phases correspond to fhe stages of “departure,” “initiation,” and “return,” with each
phase marked by distinet'emotional-and moral challenges.

From a psychological perspective, the novel engageS with Carl Jung’s concept of the
"shadow self,” as Amir confronts the darker aspects of his personality, including
cowardice, jealousy, and moral failure. His eventual redemption demonstrates the
potential for integrating these shadow elements into a cohesive and morally centered
identity.

Sociologically, the novel underscores the impact of systemic inequality and ethnic
discrimination on individual lives. Amir and Hassan’s relationship serves as a microcosm
of Afghanistan’s broader social dynamics, illustrating how personal betrayals are often
shaped by societal hierarchies.

Character Analysis

The characters in The Kite Runner are central to the novel’s exploration of complex
human emotions and ethical dilemmas. Khaled Hosseini crafts multidimensional



2

)
%
»

European science international conference: ,ék:
vl
MODERN PROBLEMS IN EDUCATION AND THEIR SCIENTIFIC ,

SOLUTIONS
characters who embody universal struggles, such as guilt, loyalty, betrayal,

and redemption, while also reflecting the specific cultural and socio-political context of
Afghanistan.

Amir: The Flawed Protagonist and the Journey of Redemption

Amir serves as both the protagonist and the narrator, offering a deeply introspective
account of his life. As a child, Amir is depicted as insecure and craving his father’s
approval, which drives many of his actions, including his betrayal of Hassan. His
jealousy of the attention Hassan receives fromBaba is emblematic of sibling rivalry,
compounded by Amir’s unsp_dken awareness of the societal hierarchy that privileges
him as a Pashtun over Hassan, a'Hazara.

Amir’s moral journey is central to the novel. Mis character evolves from a self-
centered and guilt-ridden boy into a courageous and self-aware man. The turning point
comes when he decides to rescue-Sohrab, an act that forces him to confront his past and
seek atonement. From a psychological perspective, Amir’s character arc aligns with
Viktor Frankl’s theory of “meaning-making,” where he finds purpose and redemption
through altruistic actions. By the’end of the novel, Amir’s transformation reflects the
possibility of moral growth and the-human-capacity for change.

Hassan: The Embodiment of Loyalty and Innocence.

Hassan, though a supporting characteris the emotiona! and moral anchor of the story.
His unwavering loyalty to Amir, even in the face of betrayal, reflects his purity and
selflessness. Despite being a ~marginalized Hazara "and the victim of systemic
discrimination, Hassan’s dignity and resilience shine through.

Hassan’s tragic fate—his assault by Assef and eventuwal™murder under the Taliban
regime—symbolizes theBreader victimization of marginalized communities in
Afghanistan. However, his Ch‘aracter also represents hope and goodness, as his legacy
lives on through his son, Sohrab. Fre Fromm a literary perspectlve,/Ffassan functions as both a
foil to Amir and a moralfcompass, highlighting the consequences of Amir’s moral
failings while inspiring.his eventual redemption.

Baba: The Complex‘Patriarch i

Baba is a multifaceted character who embodies the contradictions of traditional
Afghan masculinity. On the surface, he is a larger-than-life figure—a wealthy, strong-
willed man with a strong moral code. However, as the story unfolds, Baba’s flaws
become apparent. His inability to openly acknowledge Hassan as his son reveals his
struggle with societal expectations and personal guilt.

Baba’s relationship with Amir is marked by distance and misunderstanding, driven by
his disappointment in Amir’s perceived lack of courage and assertiveness. Despite this,
Baba’s sacrifices in America, where he takes on menial jobs to provide for Amir, reflect
his deep love for his son. Baba’s character arc underscores the themes of sacrifice, pride,
and the complexities of parental relationships.

Assef: The Personification of Evil
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Assef is the novel’s antagonist, embodying cruelty, prejudice, and the

abuse of power. As a child, he is a sociopath who idolizes Hitler and justifies his actions
through ethnic supremacy, reflecting the deep-seated prejudices in Afghan society. As an
adult, he becomes a Taliban official, using his position to perpetuate violence and
oppression.

Assef’s character functions as a narrative tool to explore the dehumanizing effects of
power and ideology. His confrontation with Amir in the novel’s climax serves as a
symbolic moment, where Amlr confrents not only Assef but also his own moral
cowardice from the past. . r

Sohrab: The Bridge Between Past and Future

Sohrab, Hassan’s son, represeh,ts both the contifiuation of Hassan’s legacy and the
possibility of redemption for Amir, Traumatized by his experiences under the Taliban,
Sohrab’s character highlights the lasting psycholegical impact of violence and abuse.

Amir’s decision to adopt Sohrabsand bring him to the United States symbolizes his
commitment to breaking the cycle of betrayal and guilt. Sohrab’s initial withdrawal and
eventual emotlonal connection with Amir underscore the novel’s theme of healing and
the enduring power of human connectmn

Reflection on Characterization - ¥

Hosseini’s characters are crafted with psychological depth, each representing different
aspects of the human experience. Amir’sfinternal conflicts, Baba’s moral contradictions,
and Hassan’s unwavering loyalty“create a rich tapestry ‘of interpersonal dynamics. The
novel’s use of contrasting characters—Amir and Hassan, Baba and Ali, Amir and
Assef—highlights the ethical and emotional complexities 6f thgir.choices.

From a sociological perspective, the characters also reflect the intersections of
personal identity and cultlral Context. The ethnic divide between Pashtuns and Hazaras is
embodied in the reIationships/beva_gen’Baba and Ali, and:Amir and Hassan, illustrating
how societal prejudices shape personal relationships and individual fates.

Ultimately, the novel’s characters-drive its_exploration of universal themes, offering
readers a profound ‘understanding of human resilience, the moral weight of choices, and
the possibility of redemption.

Conclusion

Khaled Hosseini’s The Kite Runner is a literary masterpiece that intricately weaves a
personal narrative with the broader historical and cultural tapestry of Afghanistan. At its
core, the novel is a profound exploration of guilt, redemption, and the enduring
complexities of human relationships. Through Amir’s journey, Hosseini captures the
universal struggle of reconciling past mistakes while highlighting the importance of
moral courage and personal accountability.

The conclusion of the novel, marked by Amir’s act of running a kite for Sohrab,
symbolizes the possibility of healing and breaking free from the cycles of guilt and
betrayal. It is a poignant reminder that redemption is not a single act but a continuous
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process that requires empathy, humility, and perseverance. Hosseini’s use of
symbolism, such as the kite, enriches the narrative by connecting individual
transformation with themes of freedom and hope.

On a sociological level, the novel sheds light on the deeply entrenched ethnic and class
divisions within Afghan society, as exemplified by the relationships between Pashtuns
and Hazaras. It also addresses the psychological and cultural challenges faced by
refugees, offering a nuanced portrayal of identity in exile. Through these elements, The
Kite Runner transcends its specific cultural context to resonate with global audiences,
emphasizing themes of humanify; resilience, and forgiveness.

From a literary perspective® Hosseini’s multi-dimensional characters and layered
narrative structure ensure that The’Kite Runner is no" merely a story but an emotional and
moral inquiry into what it means.to.be human. It challenges readers to confront their own
moral failings and consider the ways in which forgiveness and redemption can transform
lives. 7 hy 9.8

Ultimately, The Kite Runner is a story that. lingers in the minds of its readers,
prompting reflectlon on the power of love, the weight of betrayal, and the enduring
possibility of redemptlon It'is a te€stamentto Hosseini’s ability to craft a narrative that is
both intensely personal-and-tniversally S|gn|f|cant, reminding us of the shared struggles
and triumphs of the human spirit. Y :
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