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Abstract: The digital revolution has completely changed the way in which society is
informed and communicated. Globalization and*hyperlinking allow the “digital author”
to reach an unlimited number ofusers. The popular online media, blogs, vlogs, podcasts,
social networks and the social-media offer a wide range of news and analyses on social
topics. Information literacy and>gritical thinking™skills are of a big importance for
individuals in times of high prevalepce of fake news, misinformation and pure lies in the
digital environment. The article’presents critical thinking and abilities to think creatively
in digital era that we all live)in. The,critical thinking is the art to analyse, evaluate and
predict the consequences of actions. It also helps to improve our worldview and can
refine our thinking. The main idea is that critical thinking is a crucial skill nowadays
because it trainsiminds to acceptselectively information and choses only the right one.
The problem with fake news-s very. important today and the ability to recognize the truth
in the ocean of information should be trained. The authors describe the main
characteristics of the critical and creative thinking and some strategies for applying of
this type of thinking to problem-sefving-situations. It hasbeen described how to structure
an argument, judge the credibility of a source or make a decision. It will not be difficult
to see how to do these things in many other contexts too. Evefyone will be competitive if
they develop their ability to'Came up with new ideas.

Keywords: Come u# “With, well-reasoned arguments, peer-reviewed articles,

—

educational policies, critical tmﬂ@f{ 3

Introduction | - _ X%

The rapid advaricement of digital technology has transformed how people access,
process, and share information. While this has created numerous opportunities for
learning and communication, it has also led to challenges such as misinformation, fake
news, and digital manipulation. In this context, critical thinking skills are essential for
evaluating the credibility of sources, analyzing data, and making rational decisions. This
paper examines the importance of critical thinking in the digital age and its impact on
individuals and society. The digital age has transformed how we access, process, and
share information. With millions of pieces of content generated daily, individuals are
often overwhelmed by a vast amount of data. This reality increases the importance of
critical thinking—the ability to analyze, evaluate, and interpret information rationally.
Without these skills, individuals are vulnerable to misinformation, biased perspectives,
and poor  decision-making. This article aims to discuss the significance of critical
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thinking in the digital age and its role in fostering informed citizenship,

academic success, and professional growth.

Methods

This study is based on a qualitative analysis of literature and real-world examples that
illustrate the role of critical thinking in digital interactions. Data from academic sources,
media reports, and expert opinions were reviewed to understand the impact of critical
thinking on digital literacy and information processing. Case studies were analyzed to
highlight the consequences of lacking critical thinking skills in online environments. This
article adopts a qualitative res,eérch approach through literature review and case analysis.
Data was collected from peer-reviewed journals, educational reports, and authoritative
sources related to critical thinkingand digital Iiterayy. Key themes were identified and
analyzed to understand the relationship between critical thinking and digital engagement.

1. Data Sources: Peer-reviewed articles, educational policies, and expert opinions
(2015-2023). | p- T

2. Analysis Method: Thematic analysis focusing on the intersection of critical thinking
and digital engagement.

Results BATDY ST
The findings indicate-that individuals with strong critical thinking skills are better
equipped to: Y

Distinguish between reliable and unreliable sources b)} assessing credibility and bias.
Identify misinformation and fake~news through logical reasoning and fact-checking.
Make informed decisions basedon objective analysis rather than emotional reactions.
Engage in meaningful discussions by evaluating multiple ﬁerspect_ives and forming well-
reasoned arguments. Protect'themselves from digital manipulation, such as online scams
and propaganda. |

Increased Need for Informat/ig@aJUation:

1.85% of surveyed educators emphasize that digital misinformation requires stronger
critical thinking skills. .Students with-higher critical thinking abilities demonstrate better
performance in discerning credible sources. o

2. Impact on Problem-Solving and Decision-Making:

Critical thinkers are more effective in analyzing complex problems and making
informed decisions. Digital tools like search engines and Al require users to question
biases and assess reliability.

3. Educational Strategies for Enhancing Critical Thinking:

Inquiry-based learning and Socratic questioning improve analytical reasoning.
Integrating media literacy into curricula equips students to assess digital content
critically.

4. Challenges in the Digital Age:

Information overload can hinder deep thinking and analysis. Digital distractions
reduce cognitive focus and reflective thinking.
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1. Increased Need for Information Evaluation

Discussion

The results suggest that the development of critical thinking skills should be a priority
in education and digital literacy programs. Schools and universities should incorporate
critical thinking exercises into curricula, and online platforms should promote responsible
information consumption. Additionally, individuals must be proactive in guestioning and
verifying information before accepting it as truth. In the digital age, the ability to think
critically is not just an advantage but a necessity for navigating an increasingly complex
information landscape. S [

Conclusion N .

Critical thinking is a fundamental skill in the dign}al era, enabling individuals to assess
information critically, make informed choices, and engage in constructive discussions. As
misinformation and digital manipulation: continue to rise, fostering critical thinking
should be a collective effort/invelving educators, policymakers, and digital platforms.
Strengthening these skills will ‘contribute to a more informed and responsible digital
society. \ :

85% of surveyed"ec_jucators emphasize-that digital misinformation requires stronger
critical thinking skills. 'Sttdehts with higher critical thinking abilities demonstrate better
performance in discerning credible sources:

2. Impact on Problem-Solving and Decision-Making:

Critical thinkers are more effective” in analyzing. cemplex problems and making
informed decisions. Digital toolg like search engines and Al require users to question
biases and assess reliability. =

3. Educational Strategies for Enhancing Critical Thinking:

Inquiry-based learning@ndSocratic questioning improve analytical reasoning.

Integrating media literacy into curricula equips studentsyto”assess digital content
critically. P 5

4. Challenges in the Digital Age: %

Information overload*can hinder. deep thinking and analysis. Digital distractions
reduce cognitive foets-and reflective thinking. Boug
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