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During the 16
th
 century, the conquest of the Kazan, Astrakhan, and Siberian khanates 

by the Russian kingdom, and the conquest of small states belonging to the Kazakh tribes 

during the 17
th

 century, caused Russia to become a border with Central Asia. This leads 

to the expansion of trade and diplomatic relations. The purpose of Russian penetration 

into the markets of Central Asia was to open new trade routes through this region to India 

and China. This can also be seen in the main verse of the instructions given by Peter I to 

Alexander Bekovich-Cherkassky, the leader of the military expedition sent to Khiva in 

1717: “If the khan agrees, let 2 Russians be added to the khan’s men and they should be 

sent to Yarkent to find out the presence of gold in Syr Darya. Also, ask the Khan to 

provide a ship for our merchants to go to India via Amu Darya. Let the merchants, when 

they depart, discover the land and water routes, especially the routes to India. If it is 

possible to go through the Caspian Sea, let them go back that way and write down what 

they saw” [1:30].  

There are reasons for organizing this expedition. In 1713, the Turkmen merchant 

Khoja Nafas went to Astrakhan and met Prince Mikhail Samonov, who was the governor 

of Ghilan region in Iran, and who later came to Russia and converted to Christianity. 

Khoja Nafas told him that gold had been found in the area of the old valley of Amu 

Darya. Siberia, who went to St. Petersburg with this information 

Governor of Sibiria Matvei Gagarin presented the gold to the Emperor which found in 

Syr Darya. For this reason, this military expedition was organized, and Iskandarbek 

(Alexandr Bekovich-Cherkassky), a Muslim by origin, was appointed as the leader of the 

expedition. The original homeland of this person was Qabarda (a region in the North 

Caucasus region). Later he married the daughter of the Russian prince Golitsyn and 

converted to Christianity. Later, he served in the regiment in Preobrazhensk with the rank 
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of poruchik (junior officer in the army of the Russian Empire). But, this 

expedition ended in failure due to the trick of Khivan Khan [1:33]. 

However, earlier and later, some Khans of Khiva wrote letters asking for help from the 

Russian emperors in the struggle for the throne and even expressing their intention to 

become Russian citizens. For example, Khan of Khiva Shahniyaz (1698-1702) wrote a 

letter of this content to Peter I in 1700. This proposal was later considered by Peter I and 

in 1703 he wrote a letter to the new Khan of Khiva, Arab Muhammad Khan II (1702-

1704). The following comments were made about this letter in the Moscow journal in 

April 1704: “The Khan of Khiva sent a letter to our supreme emperor through his group 

of ambassadors. In this letter, the Khan of Khiva expressed his loyalty to His Highness 

along with all his possessions. His Highness graciously accepted this offer and sent his 

ambassadors to the Khan of Khiva” [2:538, 539]. Such letters were written in the middle 

of the 18
th
 century during the reign of the puppet khan Nurali (1741-1742), who was 

brought from the Kazakh tribes to Khiva.  

Nuralikhan was the son of the Kazakh Khan Abul Khayr Khan, and according to 

Russian voyager Valikhonov, after 1740, the Khivan people appointed a Khan from the 

Kazakhs, who were officially considered Russian citizens. It is known that Kazakh Khan 

Abul Khayr Khan became a Russian citizen in 1731 through the Russian ambassador 

Murza Tevkele who came to the Kazakh state of Little Juz [1:37]. 

At the end of the 18
th

 and 19
th

 centuries, the relations between Russia and the Khiva 

Khanate grew somewhat. This was influenced by the development of the textile industry 

in Russia and the demand for raw materials. However, the tsar’s government consistently 

continued its plan to invade Central Asia. For example, in the 18
th

 century, 46 large and 

96 small fortresses were built in the territory of Kazakh lands. 1819 Russian captain N. 

Muravev came to the Khiva Khanate to negotiate with one of the Bashkird officials. 

However, this visit failed and he was held captive in Khiva for some time. 

In order to realize their interests, the Russian government did not tire of restricting the 

activities of Uzbek traders. For example, in August 1836, 46 merchants from Khiva were 

detained while returning from the Nizhny-Novgorod fair. After that, the General-

governor of Orenburg sent a letter to Khivan Khan Allah Quli Khan (1825-1842), 

demanding the release of all Russian prisoners held in Khiva and the elimination of 

hostility towards the empire. In January of the following year, a messenger came from 

the Khan of Khiva, saying that he was ready to release the Russian prisoners if he freed 

the captured merchants and demolished the fortress of Novo-Alexandrovsk, which was 

built on the shore of the Caspian Sea. In November 1837, the ambassador from the Khiva 

Khanate, Kabulboy, came to Russia. According to sources, he brought 25 Russian 

prisoners with him. But, the Russians were dissatisfied with this and sent a new 

ambassador to Khiva. According to Valikhanov, 100 Russian prisoners were released 

after two years. However, in 1839, about 200 Russian fishermen were captured again by 

the Khivan turkmens on the shores of the Caspian Sea [2:547, 548]. For this reason, on 
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November 26, 1839, the tsar's government issued an order to organize a 

military expedition against Khiva. Captain (later General) Perovsky was appointed as its 

commander and provided with 5,000 soldiers and everything for a military expedition. 

However, this expedition was forced to turn back due to the attack of Turkmen, Kazakh, 

and Uzbek tribes on the way and bad weather. In 1840, the Minister of Military, Count 

Chernyshev, sent a special letter to Perovsky, ordering him to prepare for a new 

campaign. However, by the order of the tsar on May 19 of 1840, this march was 

postponed [1:43]. 

Khivan Khan Allah Quli Khan sent an ambassador to Istanbul after hearing the news 

about the new Russian attack. After receiving no response from Istanbul, British 

ambassadors Abbot and Shakespeare arrived, met with the Khan and recommended to 

release all Russian prisoners in order not to leave an excuse for a new war with Russia. 

After the danger was eliminated, the Khan informed the Turks by sending an ambassador 

named Qutb al-din Khoja to Istanbul. Later, he sent an ambassador to the British to 

express his gratitude [1:54]. 

In 1841, another ambassador, Captain Nikoforov, was sent from Russia to Khiva. His 

main task was not only to meet and negotiate with the khan, but also to cut Khiva's 

influence on Kazakhs who are Russian citizens and to persuade the khan to stay neutral 

on the issue of Russian occupation of the lower Syr Darya region. But, he could not 

fulfill this task. A year later, on December 27, 1842, another Russian ambassador G. 

Danilevsky came to Khiva and managed to sign a document called “Act of Obligations” 

to Khan of Khiva Rahim Quli Khan (1842-1846). According to the act, the khan was 

obliged to improve his relations with Russia and give great privileges to Russian 

merchants. This has led to increased trade relations between Russia and Khiva. Because, 

according to the contract, the khan gave Russian merchants equal rights with local 

merchants, did not increase the trade tax by 5%, and allowed merchants to move from the 

Khiva region to other countries. Since 1858, the volume of trade duty has been reduced to 

2.5% [3:10]. 

In the subsequent diplomatic relations, the interests of Russia were mainly pursued 

and, as much as possible, they sought to make Central Asia economically dependent on 

the empire. Because during this period, the Russian light industry developed rapidly, but 

there was a shortage of cotton due to the civil war in America. As an example, it can be 

shown that in 1860, the volume of cotton import to Russia from the Central Asian 

countries was 174,059 poods (a unit of weight around 16.38 kg), and in 1864 it had 

reached 459,391 poods. The Khanates of Central Asian imported from Russia increased 

from 22% to 42% during 1862-1867. 

In 1858, the diplomatic group headed by Colonel N. Ignatev sent to Khiva became 

extremely important for Russia. Because this group of ambassadors acted as a spy for 

Russia. among their tasks was to collect as much information as possible about the 

deserts of Khiva and Bukhara, to determine the relations of these two countries with the 
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Kazakhs, Turkmens and Karakalpaks, to find traces of the Amu Darya basin 

and its old basins, and thereby verify the maps drawn earlier. 

On the eve of the marches to the Central Asia, trade links with Khiva expanded even 

more. Because during this period, due to the military operations with Kokand and 

Bukhara, the main trade relations were conducted with this country. For this reason, 

Russian exports to Bukhara decreased from 4,655,000 rubles to 877,000 rubles during 

1864-1866, while the volume of trade with Khiva increased from 11,000 rubles to 

1,565,000 rubles. But, during the military operations against the Khiva Khanate, this 

indicator decreased again to 2/3 [3:51]. 

During this period, relations between the two countries were destroyed by Kazakh 

bandits in the Kazakh deserts. For this reason, in the letter of Turkestan Governor-

General von Kaufman on November 19, 1867, he proposed to open a new trade route 

from Krasnovodsk to Khiva. During this period, trade relations between Russia and 

Khiva were mainly in 2 directions: 1. 65-day journey from Khiva to Orenburg through 

Kazakh deserts (33 days according to some sources [4:78]). 2. Roads from Khiva to 

Astrakhan through Mangyshlak were used. The road from Krasnovodsk to Khiva took 

12-17 days. This path was convenient for Russia in every way. Because, firstly, 

Krasnovodsk was connected with the central cities of Russia through the strait and sea, 

secondly, it served to keep the Turkmen tribes under control, thirdly, it served as a 

ground for future military campaigns, and fourthly, it served to cut off the influence of 

the British on Central Asia, which divides them from the south.  

However, according to some sources, this proposal was made earlier by N. who came 

to Khiva in 1819. He was invited by Muravev to the Khan. In that meeting, N. After 

Muravev presented his gifts to Khan, the next day there was an official reception. Khoja 

Mahram and Yusuf Mehtar, officials, took part in it along with the Khan. After a 

diplomatic proposal, the ambassador suggested the development of trade relations 

through this route, which was proposed by the commander-in-chief of the Caucasus 

Army A.P. Yermolov. However, the Khan rejects his proposal [4:78]. 

However, according to some sources, N. Muravev, who came to Khiva in 1819, 

proposed this proposal to the khan. At that meeting, after N. Muravev presented his gifts 

to Khan, there was an official reception the next day. Khoja Mahram and Yusuf Mehtar, 

officials, took part in it along with the Khan. After a diplomatic proposal, the ambassador 

suggested the development of trade relations through this route, which was proposed by 

the commander-in-chief of the Caucasus Army A.P. Yermolov. However, the Khan 

rejects his proposal [4:78]. 

In 1871, the government of Khiva sent ambassadors to Tbilisi and Petersburg to 

protest von Kaufman's actions, but in January of this year, an order was issued to prepare 

for military operations against Khiva. For this reason, in 1872, Khivan Khan sent his 

ambassadors to Calcutta to ask for help from the English Lord Northburgh. When this did 

not work, Khiva began to independently prepare for the upcoming war. 
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The main military operations against the Khiva Khanate began in May 

1873 and ended on August 12 of this year with the conclusion of the “Gandumyan” 

treaty. After this agreement, a number of changes took place in the administrative, 

political, and economic life of the Khiva Khanate. In particular, the lands belonging to 

the Khiva Khanate on the right bank of the Amu Darya River were handed over to 

Russia. Here, the Amu Darya department of the Syr Darya region was established, and 

the Khivan Khan was practically subordinated to the head of the department. Almost all 

of Khan’s foreign, military and financial affairs were carried out with the advice of the 

head of the Amu Darya department. This caused territorial problems after the war. There 

were several disputes between the head of the Amu Darya department and the Khivan 

Khan on this issue. For example, in volume 1 of the documents of Khiva khans kept in 

the Central State Archive of Uzbekistan, on October 24, 1874, the head of the Amu 

Darya Department, Ivanov, wrote to the khan in a letter asking him to send a 

representative to clearly define the borders. Also, in this volume, in a letter written on 

July 2, 1874, information was given about the Karakalpaks living along the Taliq and 

Ulkan rivers [5 1:4-8].  

In addition, according to the contract, Khiva undertook to pay a contribution to Russia 

in the amount of 2,200,000 rubles for 20 years. After the customs reform of 1885, 

Khanate markets were filled with Russian goods. Although the Khivans managed to 

increase their income from trade with Russia during this period, most of the income was 

used to pay the contract money. However, after 1881, the annual contribution was 

increased to 200,000 rubles. This contract money was paid in full only by 1893. It should 

be said that a certain part of this contribution was imposed on the Turkmen tribes living 

in Khiva Khanate. During the study of the archive documents of the Khans of Khiva, in 

the letter written by Colonel Ivanov, the head of the Amudar department at that time, to 

the Khan, the contributions of the Turkmens to the tribes of Imrali, Chawdoor, 

Karayulgun, Ala Eli, Yawmoot, Karadash were brought in Khivan gold puls and Russian 

rubles, and the unpaid parts were clearly indicated [5 20 :4]. During this period, 

Muhammad Rahim Khan II (1864-1910) almost lost his foreign and military powers, but 

he aspired to a little internal independence. The Russian government appointed the Khan 

to various positions and awarded him with various awards to keep him on track. For 

example, on August 16, 1908, in a telegram sent by the head of the Amudarè department, 

Glushanovsky, it is written: “...His Highness The Great emperor awarded you on August 

12 with the medal of St. Vladimir, I degree. I am sending this to you through my 

coadjutor Moses” [5 274:2]. But, Khivan Khan was appointed Major-General of the 

Cossack regiment in the Caucasus, no Russian official recognized him as the ruler of a 

state. Relations between the governor-general of Turkestan and the khan were mainly 

conducted by the consul of Khiva, appointed in the Amu Darya department, who acted as 

a mediator between the two countries. 
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Khan also had to send letters of friendship to the leaders of the Russian 

government. In particular, the following points were expressed in the letter of the khan to 

Lieutenant-General Ivanov, who was appointed as the new Governor-General of 

Turkestan: “His Majesty and His Highness the Emperor bestowed upon us and our crown 

son Asfandiyar on December 21, 1902, and always look upon us with confidence. For 

this reason, we intend to render our sincere service to His Highness the Great Emperor...” 

[5 110:2].  

Another letter contains the list of ambassadors of Khivan Khan which sent to 

congratulate on this occasion. This ambassadors group had included, Asfandiyar Tura 

(the head of the group of ambassadors), Captain Muhammad Husaynbek son of 

Muhammad Murad divanbegi, the Governor of Imrali Sardarbay son of Muhammad 

Murad divanbegi, the Governor of Khanqo governor Aminbay son of Ismailbay, 

translator and consultant Kornilov, a merchant Muhammad Vafabay son of Baqqal, and 

another mahram[5 110:20]. 

In conclusion, although the diplomatic relations between Khiva and Russia were equal 

in the early days, the Russian emperors constantly tried to subjugate this country and sent 

a group of spies who undertook to perform special tasks in the guise of each of their 

ambassadors. In the end, due to the collected information, they managed to completely 

occupy this country. Khans of Khiva often sought economic benefits from these relations. 
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