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Annotation: Collaborati\(e" learning emphasizes the value of students working
together in groups to achieve®common “academic goals. It fosters critical thinking,
enhances problem-solving skillsyJand promotes deeper understanding through peer
interaction. By engaging in discussions, sharing diverse perspectives, and collectively
tackling challenges, learners ‘develop social and communication skills while reinforcing
their own knowledge. Collaborative-learnirlg_also encourages motivation, accountability,
and a sense of belonging, making it a powerful strategy in both traditional and digital
classrooms. It is particularly effective in promoting active learning and student
engagement. e FEA
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Collaboration is the pracﬂce\ of working together to achieve a common goal.
Collaboration is important because whether students—i@alize it or not, they’ll
probably work with other-péople for the rest of their lives. V|rtuaIIy every job requires
someone to work with andther person at some point, even if it’s for something as simple
as what to get for lunch. Practi cmg‘eo,ﬂaboratlon and teamw ‘helps students understand
how to address a problem, pitch solutions, and decide the best course of action. It’s also
helpful for them to learn that other-people don’t always have the same ideas that they do.
In fact, as students practice collaboration more and more, they’ll learn that they have
almost none of the same ideas that others do. This can affect students in one of two ways.
First, it could discourage them since nobody seems to agree with them that often. Second,
it could embolden them because they realize they’re bringing something unique to every
conversation. As a teacher, it’s crucial that you encourage students to look at themselves
through that second lens. That way, students learn that they should speak up when they
have an idea. They may not be on the money 100% of the time — and some of their peers
may have strong, opinionated reactions — but it’1l teach them to speak up when they’re
working with others. Learning how to work effectively and respectfully with other people
is an important life skill. Collaborative activities are also excellent for English language
learners because they encourage speaking and listening skills.
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Learning tip. Put books, chairs and other objects in places where people

might bump into them. Choose one family member to walk through the obstacle course
while blindfolded. Ask another family member to guide them through the obstacle
course, by saying directions in English (e.g. left, right, stop, take one step back).
Responsibility. Responsibility is about encouraging children to make a difference to the
world in which they live. Children learn that they can inspire and motivate others when
they lead by example.
Learning tip. Ask your child to be responsible for teaching another family member some
English. For example, this might involve teaching them three new English words a day
and testing them at the end of-€ach week: This is a great activity for language learners.
Teaching someone else is one of the best ways to I',arn. There are many theories about
how collaborative learning might benefit pupil outcomes. Through collaboration, pupils
may develop explanation, demonstration, problem-solving, and metacognitive skills, or
pupils may benefit from sharing thesload of challenging tasks It is important that schools
ensure that within collaborative learning:

e all pupils, Qartlcularly puplls with low prior attainment, are supported to fully
participate 3 ~F

e the make- up of palrlngs and groups is carefully_considered

e teachers promote good practice in’collaboration — for example modelling high
quality discussions so that collaborative activities are productive

e teachers carefully monitor collaborative activities. and support pupils that are
struggling or not contributing =

There is a broad range of approaches to collaborative orkooperatlve learning involving
different kinds of organliatlon and tasks across the curriculum. Not all of the specific
approaches to collaborative learning adopted by schools have been evaluated, so it is
important to evaluate any new.initiafive in this area. Professmﬁal development is likely to
be required to maximise.the effectiveness of approaches and monitor the impact of
different approaches in‘the classroom.-Collaborative learning can describe a large variety
of approaches, but effective collaborative learning req?i??es much more than just sitting
pupils together and asking them to work . There is some evidence that collaboration can
be supported with competition between groups, but this is not always necessary, and can
lead to learners focusing on the competition rather than the learning it aims to support.
Most of the positive approaches include the promotion of talk and interaction between
learners.

The evidence indicates that groups of 3—5 is most effective for collaborative learning
approaches — there are smaller positive impacts for both paired work and collaborative
learning activities with more than 5 pupils in a group. There is also some evidence that
collaborative learning approaches are particularly promising when used to teach science.
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