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Abstract, English has become one of the most widely spoken languages in the world,
making effective communication in English an essential skill for students, professionals,
and global citizens. Among the many components of language learning, phonics and
pronunciation play fundamental roles in developing learners' reading, speaking, and
listening abilities. Although these concepts are closely connected, they serve different
purposes in language acquisition. Phonics focuses on the relationship between letters and
sounds, while pronunciation emphasize\s the érrect production of speech sounds, stress,
rhythm, and intonation. This article” e\S(plore” the relationship between phonics and
pronunciation in English learning, hig"hlighting their individual functions, their
similarities and differences, and their combined contribution to language proficiency. The
paper also discusses effective teaching strategies that integrate phonics and pronunciation
instruction to improve learners' overall communicative competence.

Keywords: phonics, /| pronunciation, » English . language = learning, phonological
awareness, reading, speaking, literacy, language teaching - A

Annotation (English), This arti¢}e” examifiés the relationship between phonics and
pronunciation in English language learning. It explains the roles of phonics in developing
reading and spelling . skills -and-pronunciation -in improving- speaking and listening
abilities. The article discusses the similarities and -differences between these two
concepts, highlights their importance in language acquisition, identifies common learning
challenges, and presents effective teaching strategies for integrating phonics and
pronunciation in English language classrooms. |

Keywords: -phonics, pronunciation, English ‘language @ learning, - phonological
awareness, reading, speaking, literacy, language teaching.

Annotatsiya (O'zbekcha), Ushbu maqolada ingliz tilini o‘rganishda fonika (phonics)
va talaffuz (pronunciation) o‘rtasidagi bog‘liglik tahlil qilinadi. Maqolada fonikaning
o‘qish va yozish ko‘nikmalarini rivojlantirishdagi, talaffuzning esa og‘zaki nutq va
tinglab tushunishni yaxshilashdagi o‘rni yoritilgan. Shuningdek, ushbu ikki
tushunchaning o‘xshash va farqli jihatlari, til o‘rganishdagi ahamiyati, uchraydigan
muammolar hamda ularni birgalikda o*qitishning samarali usullari bayon etilgan.

Kalit so‘zlar: fonika, talaffuz, ingliz tilini o‘rganish, fonologik xabardorlik, o‘qish,
nutq, savodxonlik, til o‘qitish.
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Annoranusa (Pycckuii), B maHHON cTaThe paccMaTpUBaETCs B3aMMOCBSI3b
MeXIy (OHETHMUECKUM METOJOM oOydeHusi 4uteHuto (phonics) W MPOW3HOIICHUEM B
npouecce U3y4eHUs aHINIMKUCKOro s3bika. OcBemaercs pojib (POHETHUYECKOIO METOoJa B
pa3BUTUM HABBIKOB UTEHHS W NPaBONUCAHUS, a TakK€ 3HAYCHHE MPABUIBHOIO
NPOU3HOIICHUS Il (OPMUPOBAHMS YCTHOW pPEUU M ayJUpPOBaHUS. AHATU3UPYIOTCS
CXOACTBA M PA3IMuUs JAHHBIX [OHSATHI, OCHOBHBIE TPYJHOCTH, BO3HHUKAIOIIHUE Y
U3YYAIOIINX AHTJIMICKUN SI3bIK, a TaKXKE€ COBPEMEHHBIE METOJbl MHTETpallui 00yUYeHUS
(OHETHUKE U POU3HOIIECHHUIO.

KiroueBble cioBa: GpoHeTHYeCKUI METOJ, MPOU3HOLIECHUE, U3YUYEHUE AaHIJIMUCKOTO
A3bIKa, (DOHOJOTUYECKAass OCBEAOMIEHHOCTb, UTEHHE, YCTHas pedyb, IPaMOTHOCTb,
IIPENOIaBaHuUE SA3bIKA.

Introduction

Learning English involves maste\r\mg é:r essential language skills: listening,
speaking, reading, and writing. These slqlls e interconnected and require learners to
develop both receptive and productive lapguage abilities. One of the greatest challenges
faced by English language learners is indérstanding the relationship between written
words and spoken language: Since English spelling- is -often inconsistent, learners
frequently struggle with reading unfamiliar words and pronouncing them accurately.

Phonics and pronunciation are two-essential components, that help learners overcome
these challenges. While phonics “teaches learners how ‘letters- and letter combinations
represent sounds, pronuneiation enabl€s them @ produce those sounds correctly in real
communication. Together; these twa aspects form the foundation of successful English
language acquisition. '

Understanding Phonics

Phonics is an instructional approach that teaches the relationship between written
letters (graphemes) and | their corresponding sounds (phonemes). It is particularly
important for beginning readers because it enables them to-decode unfamiliar words by
recognizing sound-letter patterns.

For example, learners understand that the letter b usually represents the sound /b/,
while the combination sh represents the sound /f/. Once students understand these
relationships, they become more confident readers and writers.

Phonics instruction usually includes:

o Letter recognition

« Sound identification

« Blending sounds into words

o Segmenting words into individual sounds
o Decoding unfamiliar vocabulary

Research has consistently shown that systematic phonics instruction significantly
improves reading accuracy, spelling ability, and vocabulary development, especially
among young learners and English as a Foreign Language (EFL) students.

)
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Understanding Pronunciation

Pronunciation refers to the way words are spoken. It includes not only the correct
articulation of individual sounds but also stress patterns, rhythm, connected speech, and
intonation.

Good pronunciation allows speakers to communicate clearly and confidently. Poor
pronunciation, on the other hand, may lead to misunderstandings even when grammar
and vocabulary are correct.

Pronunciation instruction generally focuses on:

o Individual consonant and vowel sounds
o Word stress

« Sentence stress

o Intonation ‘

e Rhythm P2 \\ L ;

o Connected speech . L

For example, learners often confuse /,\;'vords such as ship and sheep because they
cannot distinguish between the vowel sounds /1/ and /i:/. Similarly, incorrect word stress
can change meaning or make-speech difficult-to understand.

The Relationship Between Phonies and Pronunciation, - - _

Although phonics ‘and"“ pronunciation‘are " different conbepts,vthey are strongly
interconnected. S

Phonics provides learners-with the knowledge needed to recognize written words and
associate them with their sounds. Pronunciation builds on this knowledge by helping
learners produce these soundsmnaturally during communication.

Without phonics, learners may struggle to read unfamiliar vocabulary. Without
pronunciation practice, learners may recognize words in writing but fail to communicate
effectively. | |

For example, a learner who understands that the letters-ph produce the sound /f/ can
correctly decode the word phone. Pronunciation practice then teaches the learner to say
the word naturally within a sentence.

Similarly, phonics helps learners recognize that ea may represent different sounds in
words such as read, bread, and great. Pronunciation instruction explains how these
words are spoken in different contexts.

Thus, phonics supports pronunciation by developing sound awareness, while
pronunciation reinforces phonics through repeated oral practice.

Benefits of Integrating Phonics and Pronunciation

Teaching phonics and pronunciation together offers numerous advantages.

First, learners become more accurate readers because they understand sound-letter
relationships. They can decode unfamiliar vocabulary independently without relying
solely on memorization.

87



European science international conference:
MODERN EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM AND INNOVATIVE TEACHING SOLUTIONS

Second, pronunciation improves speaking confidence. Students who pronounce
words correctly are more willing to participate in classroom discussions and
conversations.

Third, integrated instruction strengthens listening comprehension. Learners who
recognize English sounds accurately can better understand native speakers.

Fourth, combining phonics with pronunciation improves spelling because learners
understand how sounds correspond to written letters.

Finally, both skills contribute to vocabulary development. Students remember new
words more easily when they can read, pronounce, and hear them correctly.

Challenges Faced by English Learners
Many English learners encounter pronunciation difficulties because English spelling
is not completely phonetic.

For example: i \\ L
e Though / ; 9 b
e Through
o Thought :
e Tough

These words contain similar letters but different pronunciations, making English
particularly challenging; An AAAANAANANAAAAAR _

Learners whose first language”has a regular ‘spelling" system often expect every
English letter to produce-the sameSound in“’every word. This expectation leads to
pronunciation errors. — | ' e

Another challenge is the influence of the learner's native language. Uzbek learners,
for instance, may experiencedifficulty producing sounds-such as /0/, /0/, and /w/ because

these sounds do not exist in standard Uzbek pronunciation.

Effective Teaching Strategies
Teachers can successfully integrate phonics and pronunciation through a variety of
communicative activities.
One effective method is using minimal pairs, such as:
o ship — sheep
o bat— bet
o fan—van
These exercises help learners distinguish similar sounds.
Teachers can also use songs, rhymes, chants, and tongue twisters to improve rhythm
and intonation while reinforcing phonics patterns.
Reading aloud is another valuable strategy because it combines decoding with
pronunciation practice.
Technology has also become an effective teaching tool. Mobile applications, online
dictionaries with audio pronunciation, speech recognition software, and interactive
phonics games provide learners with immediate feedback.

)
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Classroom activities such as role plays, storytelling, and group discussions
encourage students to apply pronunciation skills in authentic communication.

The Role of Teachers

Teachers play a vital role in helping learners connect phonics and pronunciation.

Rather than teaching these skills separately, instructors should integrate them into
reading, speaking, and listening lessons. Regular corrective feedback, encouragement,
and meaningful practice enable students to develop both accuracy and fluency.

Teachers should also recognize that pronunciation improvement requires continuous
exposure and repeated practice rather than immediate perfection.

Phonics and pronunciation are complementary components of successful English
language learning. Phonics helps learners understand the relationship between letters and
sounds, providing the foundation for reading and spelling. Pronunciation enables learners
to produce these sounds accurately, ir‘nﬁqovinﬁpeaking and listening abilities.

When taught together, these \two areas” significantly enhance learners' overall
communicative competence, reading ﬂugﬁcy, vocabulary acquisition, and confidence.
Integrating phonics and pronunciation” into English language instruction creates a
balanced learning environment that supports-both literacy development and effective oral
communication. Future English language teaching should continue to emphasize the
close relationship between these two -essential, language, skills to help learners achieve
greater proficiency and confidence in‘using English.'*" " - A
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