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Abstract: teaching English to young learners has become an essential part of modern 

education systems due to globalization and increasing demand for English proficiency 

from an early age. This paper explores effective methods and approaches used in 

teaching English to children, focusing on communicative language teaching, task-based 

learning, and the use of technology in classrooms. It also highlights the importance of 

motivation, age-appropriate strategies, and interactive learning environments. Recent 

educational trends (2025–2026) indicate that blended learning and digital tools 

significantly improve language acquisition among young learners. The study emphasizes 

that successful English teaching for children depends not only on methodology but also 

on teacher creativity and learner engagement. 
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English has become the most widely used international language in education, 

business, science, and technology. According to recent global reports, nearly 2.3 billion 

people around the world use English, while more than 1.4 billion people are currently 

learning or planning to learn the language. These figures clearly demonstrate the growing 

importance of English language education in the twenty-first century. As a result, many 

countries have introduced English instruction at the primary school level. Researchers 

emphasize that childhood is one of the most effective periods for language acquisition 

because children are naturally curious, flexible, and capable of learning languages 

through interaction and experience. However, teaching young learners differs greatly 

from teaching adults. Children require engaging activities, meaningful communication, 

and supportive learning environments to achieve successful language development. 

Main discussion one of the most effective approaches in teaching English to young 

learners is Communicative Language Teaching (CLT). This approach focuses on using 

language for real communication rather than memorizing grammar rules. Through pair 

work, role plays, classroom discussions, and collaborative tasks, learners develop 

confidence and communicative competence. Studies have shown that students who 

participate in communicative activities demonstrate higher levels of speaking and 

listening proficiency than those who rely solely on traditional grammar-based instruction.  

Another important method is the use of games. Educational games create a relaxed 

atmosphere where children can learn naturally while enjoying the learning process. 
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Games improve vocabulary retention, increase participation, and reduce anxiety. 

Similarly, songs and chants help learners improve pronunciation, listening skills, and 

memory. Young children often remember new words and expressions more effectively 

when they are presented through music. Storytelling is another powerful instructional 

technique. Stories provide meaningful language input and encourage imagination and 

creativity. Through storytelling activities, learners are exposed to authentic language 

patterns while developing comprehension and critical thinking skills. In addition, visual 

materials such as flashcards, pictures, videos, and real-life objects help children 

understand new concepts more effectively because young learners rely heavily on visual 

learning. 

Technology has also transformed English language teaching in recent years. 

Educational applications, digital storytelling platforms, and interactive online resources 

have become increasingly common in primary education. Recent studies conducted in 

2026 indicate that digital learning tools significantly increase learner engagement and 

motivation when integrated appropriately into classroom instruction. Technology enables 

personalized learning experiences and provides learners with additional opportunities to 

practice language skills beyond the classroom. Recent statistics further highlight the 

importance of English education. In 2026, approximately 1.53 billion people were 

reported to speak English as either a first or second language, and English remained an 

official language in 67 countries. Furthermore, more than half of internet content is 

available in English, making English proficiency increasingly important for academic and 

professional success. 

Teachers play a crucial role in creating positive classroom environments where 

children feel comfortable using English. Encouragement, constructive feedback, and age-

appropriate activities help learners build confidence and develop positive attitudes toward 

language learning. A supportive environment also reduces anxiety and promotes active 

participation.  

In conclusion, teaching English to young learners requires effective and 

developmentally appropriate methods. Communicative Language Teaching, games, 

songs, storytelling, visual materials, and technology-based learning all contribute 

significantly to successful language acquisition. Current global statistics demonstrate that 

English continues to play a vital role in international communication and education. 

Therefore, teachers should adopt learner-centered and interactive approaches that 

encourage meaningful communication and lifelong language learning. By creating 

engaging and supportive learning environments, educators can help young learners 

develop strong English language skills and prepare them for future academic and 

professional opportunities. 
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