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Annotation. This article explores the contribution of word expressions in the 

representation of human characters in Khaled Hosseini’s novel The Kite Runner. Using a 

linguistic and stylistic analysis, this research investigates how diction, figurative form, 

and evaluative language form the construction of characters and the emotions at play 

through lexical usage. Through a qualitative textual analysis, the research shows that 

Hosseini’s deliberate use of word expressions not only shapes readers’ perceptions of 

characters but also reflects broader themes such as guilt, loyalty, identity, and 

redemption. The results emphasize the use of expressive language as key in literary 

character portrayal. 
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Introduction. Khaled Hosseini’s “The Kite Runner” is a literary masterpiece that 

delves into the complexities of human nature, relationships, and moral dilemmas. 

Published in 2003, the novel has garnered critical acclaim for its profound exploration of 

themes such as betrayal, redemption, and the enduring impact of past actions. One of the 

defining features of Hosseini’s writing is his use of language to vividly depict human 

characters and their emotional landscapes. This report examines the implications of word 

expressions in shaping the portrayal of characters in “The Kite Runner”, focusing on how 

Hosseini’s descriptive language, stylistic techniques, and narrative choices contribute to 

the depth and authenticity of his characters.       

Main body. Hosseini’s use of descriptive language is a cornerstone of his narrative 

style. Rather than relying heavily on metaphors and similes, he employs vivid and precise 

descriptions to create an immersive experience for readers. This approach allows readers 

to visualize the characters and their surroundings, fostering a deeper emotional 

connection with the story. For instance, the author’s portrayal of Amir’s internal 

struggles and Hassan’s unwavering loyalty is enriched by his ability to convey subtle 

emotional nuances through carefully chosen words.  According to an analysis on 

IPL.org, Hosseini’s descriptive language “creates an illusion where the reader is able to 

picture what the author wishes them to see, they then are able to connect with characters 

and grow a bond with them”. This connection is particularly evident in scenes that depict 
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Amir’s guilt and Hassan’s innocence, where the language evokes empathy and 

introspection in readers3.        

Foreshadowing and Symbolism: Enhancing Emotional Depth. Hosseini also employs 

foreshadowing and symbolism to add layers of meaning to his characters’ actions and 

decisions. For example, the recurring motif of kites serves as a symbol of both freedom 

and entrapment, reflecting the duality of Amir’s relationship with Hassan. The kite-flying 

scenes, described with meticulous detail, encapsulate the joy and pain that define their 

bond.         

Foreshadowing is another powerful tool used by Hosseini to hint at future events and 

their emotional consequences. The novel’s opening line – “I became what I am today at 

the age of twelve, on a frigid overcast day in the winter of 1975”—immediately sets the 

tone for a story steeped in regret and redemption. This technique not only builds suspense 

but also underscores the inevitability of certain choices and their repercussions, making 

the characters’ journeys more compelling4. 

Dialogue: Revealing Inner Conflicts. Hosseini’s use of dialogue is another critical 

aspect of his character development. Through conversations, he reveals the complexities 

of his characters’ relationships and their internal conflicts. For instance, Baba’s dialogues 

often reflect his struggle to reconcile his ideals with his actions, while Amir’s interactions 

with Hassan expose his insecurities and moral dilemmas. The authenticity of the dialogue 

enhances the realism of the characters, making their experiences relatable to readers. 

Themes and Human Nature in “The Kite Runner”:  Betrayal and Redemption: A 

Mirror to Humanity. One of the central themes of “The Kite Runner” is the interplay 

between betrayal and redemption. Hosseini uses language to explore the moral 

ambiguities of his characters, particularly Amir, whose betrayal of Hassan becomes the 

catalyst for his journey of self-discovery. The author’s nuanced portrayal of Amir’s guilt 

and eventual redemption highlights the complexities of human nature, where flaws and 

virtues coexist. 

As noted by Chen Ying in her paper on the interpretation of human nature in “The Kite 

Runner”, “when we see some human defects in the characters, just like looking in the 

mirror, facing the reality of humanity, some people choose to escape, some choose to 

face”. This observation underscores the universality of the novel’s themes, as readers are 

prompted to reflect on their own choices and moral dilemmas5.  

The Impact of War on Humanity. Hosseini’s depiction of the loss of humanity against 

the backdrop of war is another significant aspect of the novel. Through vivid descriptions 

and poignant language, he captures the physical and emotional toll of conflict on 

individuals and communities. The transformation of Kabul from a vibrant city to a war-

torn landscape mirrors the characters’ own struggles with loss and identity.  

 
3 IPL. (2025). Descriptive Language in The Kite Runner. Retrieved from https://www.ipl.org/essay/Descriptive-

Language-In-The-Kite-Runner-By-PJR7BXTYV 
4 LitCharts. (2025). The Kite Runner: Literary Devices. – Retrieved from https://www.litcharts.com/lit/the-kite-

runner/literary-devices 
5 Chen Ying, (2024) https://www.clausiuspress.com/article/11722.html 
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Chen Ying’s analysis emphasizes the role of personal growth, family, and 

societal influences in shaping human nature. She notes that “education and formation of 

ideas affect the choice of human nature,” highlighting how external factors contribute to 

the characters’ development6.  

The Humanitarian Light in Hosseini’s Writing. Despite the darkness that permeates 

much of the novel, Hosseini’s writing is imbued with a sense of hope and humanity. His 

portrayal of characters like Hassan and Sohrab, who embody resilience and kindness in 

the face of adversity, serves as a testament to the enduring strength of the human spirit. 

As Chen Ying observes, Hosseini’s works are “full of humanitarian light,” offering 

readers a glimpse of redemption and renewal even in the bleakest circumstance. 

Literary Devices and Their Implications 

Imagery and Mood. Hosseini’s use of imagery is instrumental in creating the 

emotional tone of the novel. For example, the vivid descriptions of the kite-flying 

tournament convey a sense of exhilaration and anticipation, while the harrowing 

depiction of Hassan’s assault evokes a profound sense of despair. These contrasting 

moods reflect the highs and lows of the characters’ experiences, making their journeys 

more impactful. 

Irony and Pathos. Irony is another literary device that Hosseini employs to great effect. 

The irony of Amir’s longing for his father’s approval, despite Baba’s own moral failings, 

adds depth to their relationship. Similarly, the tragic irony of Hassan’s unwavering 

loyalty to Amir, even in the face of betrayal, underscores the emotional weight of the 

story. 

Pathos, or the appeal to emotion, is a recurring element in “The Kite Runner”. 

Hosseini’s ability to evoke empathy and compassion for his characters is a testament to 

his skill as a storyteller. By highlighting their vulnerabilities and struggles, he creates a 

narrative that resonates with readers on a deeply personal level. 

Conclusion. Khaled Hosseini’s “The Kite Runner” is a masterful exploration of 

human nature, brought to life through the author’s skillful use of language and literary 

devices. From the vivid descriptions that immerse readers in the story to the nuanced 

portrayal of moral dilemmas, Hosseini’s writing captures the complexities of his 

characters with remarkable authenticity. The implications of his word expressions extend 

beyond the confines of the novel, prompting readers to reflect on their own choices and 

the universal themes of betrayal, redemption, and resilience. 

As Chen Ying aptly notes, “The Kite Runner” is a work “full of humanitarian light,” 

offering valuable insights into the human condition. By examining the implications of 

word expressions in the novel, this report underscores the enduring significance of 

Hosseini’s storytelling and its impact on readers worldwide. 

 

 

 

 
6 Chen Ying,(2024)  https://www.clausiuspress.com/article/11722.html 
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