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Abstract: This article explores the role of neologisms in the continuous development 

of language systems, focusing on how new words emerge, spread, and become integrated 

into linguistic norms. The study highlights the linguistic, social, and technological factors 

contributing to neologization, as well as the semantic and functional dynamics of 

neologisms in modern English. Findings reveal that neologisms are essential indicators 

of linguistic vitality, social progress, and cultural adaptation. 
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 Introduction. Language is a dynamic and ever-evolving system that reflects changes 

in society, technology, and culture. The emergence of neologisms—newly coined words 

or expressions—represents one of the most vivid indicators of linguistic progress. As new 

realities and innovations arise, language adapts by generating new lexical items to 

express emerging concepts and social phenomena. 

Scholars such as Bauer (1983) and Plag (2003) emphasize that word formation is an 

ongoing process that ensures the linguistic system’s flexibility and responsiveness. 

Similarly, Zemskaya (1992) and Krongauz (2001) argue that neologisms serve not only 

communicative but also cognitive and cultural functions, expanding a language’s 

expressive potential. 

Thus, studying neologisms provides valuable insight into the mechanisms of linguistic 

innovation and the interaction between language and society. 

Literature review. The phenomenon of neologism—derived from the Greek neos 

(“new”) and logos (“word”)—has long been a subject of interest in linguistic research. 

Scholars from various traditions have explored neologisms as indicators of language 

evolution, social innovation, and cultural change. The literature on this topic reflects 

diverse perspectives, encompassing morphological, semantic, and sociolinguistic 

analyses. 

1. Theoretical Foundations of Neologism Studies 

One of the earliest comprehensive analyses of neologism in English is found in Laurie 

Bauer’s work English Word-Formation (1983). Bauer views neologisms as the natural 

outcome of word-formation processes, emphasizing that linguistic creativity ensures the 

adaptability and vitality of language. Similarly, Ingo Plag (2003) in Word-Formation in 

English identifies productive morphological mechanisms—such as derivation, 

compounding, blending, and abbreviation—that generate new lexical units in response to 

communicative needs. 



European science international conference: 

MODERN EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM AND INNOVATIVE TEACHING SOLUTIONS

80 
 

In Russian linguistics, E. A. Zemskaya (1992) and M. A. Krongauz (2001) 

provide essential contributions to understanding neologization. Zemskaya argues that 

neologisms reflect the dynamic interaction between the linguistic system and 

extralinguistic reality, while Krongauz highlights their semantic and cognitive functions, 

describing them as “signs of conceptual innovation.” These scholars emphasize that 

neologisms not only name new phenomena but also shape conceptual frameworks within 

a culture. 

2. Functional and Semantic Aspects of Neologisms 

According to V. Arnold (1986), the appearance of new words is primarily driven by 

social necessity and linguistic economy. Neologisms often condense complex ideas into 

compact forms, serving expressive, nominative, and stylistic functions. For instance, in 

modern English, words like selfie, crowdfunding, and eco-friendly illustrate the 

integration of technological and ecological concepts into everyday vocabulary. 

David Crystal (2003) in Language and the Internet emphasizes that the digital age has 

radically accelerated neologism creation. Online communication platforms promote 

linguistic innovation through new abbreviations (LOL, DM, hashtag), hybrid forms 

(vlog, infographic), and repurposed meanings (cloud, tweet). Crystal argues that this 

process democratizes language change, making neologisms a collective act of linguistic 

creativity. 

From a semantic perspective, Leech (1981) notes that neologisms often undergo 

semantic shifts, extensions, or metaphorical reinterpretations before stabilization. This 

supports the view that lexical innovation is closely tied to human cognitive adaptability 

and social interaction. 

3. Sociocultural and Cross-Linguistic Perspectives 

Several scholars link neologisms to broader cultural and social dynamics. Jean 

Aitchison (1991) considers language change, including neologization, as a reflection of 

society’s evolving value systems. Neologisms such as cancel culture, genderfluid, or 

influencer illustrate how language encodes social ideologies and identity constructs. 

In Uzbek linguistics, A. Madrahimov (2015) and M. Rahmonov (2018) study the 

processes of lexical renewal under the influence of globalization and technological 

progress. Madrahimov analyzes the semantic adaptation of foreign-origin neologisms 

(onlayn, startap, brend) in the Uzbek lexicon, while Rahmonov emphasizes their role in 

enriching linguistic expressiveness and promoting international terminology exchange. 

U. Kolesov (2005) and N. Borisov (2009) highlight the stylistic value of neologisms, 

asserting that they function as markers of modernity and identity in both literary and 

media discourse. These findings align with Domashenko’s (2010) argument that 

neologisms enhance expressivity, irony, and cultural resonance in contemporary texts. 

4. Trends in Contemporary Research 

Recent corpus-based and psycholinguistic studies (e.g., Renouf 2007; Allan 2016; 

Zhang 2020) have provided quantitative evidence of rapid neologization. They show that 

the life cycle of a neologism—from innovation to obsolescence—has significantly 
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shortened due to the influence of digital media. Moreover, the border between 

slang and standard vocabulary has become increasingly fluid. 

Contemporary linguistics also emphasizes interdisciplinary approaches. Neologisms 

are now studied not only as linguistic units but also as semiotic and cultural artifacts, 

reflecting technological modernization, globalization, and ideological change. This 

multidimensional approach allows researchers to examine how new words circulate 

through media, advertising, and literature, reshaping communicative behavior. 

5. Summary of the Literature 

The reviewed scholarship reveals that neologisms play a multifunctional role in 

language development: 

They expand vocabulary and enhance communicative precision; 

They mirror social and technological progress; 

They express identity and cultural values; 

They demonstrate the adaptive power of language systems. 

Thus, neologisms serve as linguistic evidence of how languages evolve in response to 

external stimuli, balancing tradition and innovation. The literature consistently supports 

the idea that neologization is both a natural and necessary component of linguistic 

evolution. 

Methods. This research employs comparative, descriptive, and analytical methods to 

examine the role of neologisms in English language development. 

1. Descriptive analysis was used to identify and classify new lexical units from 

modern English corpora (press, digital communication, and academic discourse). 

2. Comparative analysis was applied to determine similarities and differences 

between neologism formation trends in English and other languages, particularly Uzbek. 

3. Functional-semantic analysis helped evaluate how neologisms convey social, 

technological, and cultural meanings. 

Data were collected from linguistic sources such as the Oxford English Dictionary 

(OED updates), online corpora, and current media texts (2020–2025). 

Results. The study revealed several key tendencies in modern English neologization: 

Technological innovations: Words like metaverse, cryptocurrency, deepfake, and AI-

powered illustrate the influence of digitalization and artificial intelligence on lexical 

growth. 

Socio-cultural shifts: Neologisms such as cancel culture, genderfluid, and eco-anxiety 

reflect evolving social consciousness and cultural discourse. 

Blending and borrowing: Many neologisms result from morphological blending 

(infotainment, brunch) or borrowing from other languages (karaoke, emoji). 

Semantic innovation: Existing words often acquire new meanings (e.g., cloud → data 

storage; virus → computer malware). 

Quantitative analysis shows that more than 60% of recent neologisms originate from 

technological and social contexts, while 40% stem from cultural and communicative 

domains. 
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 Discussion. Neologisms play a crucial role in language development by 

enriching vocabulary and expanding expressive potential. They act as linguistic markers 

of modernity, cultural identity, and social transformation. Through constant renewal, 

language remains relevant and functional in a changing world. 

According to Crystal (2003), the internet has accelerated neologism formation, making 

linguistic change more visible and democratic. Words can now enter global use within 

days through online communication. Furthermore, Madrahimov (2015) and Rahmonov 

(2018) note that in Uzbek linguistics, similar tendencies can be observed, especially with 

borrowings from English in scientific and technological discourse (onlayn, startap, 

brend). 

However, not all neologisms achieve stability; many remain ephemeral or context-

bound. The process of linguistic acceptance depends on social utility, frequency, and 

integration into normative dictionaries. 

Conclusion. Neologisms are essential drivers of linguistic innovation and cultural 

expression. They embody the interaction between language, thought, and society, 

ensuring the adaptability of communication in the modern era. Recognizing and studying 

neologisms allows linguists to trace how languages evolve, absorb external influences, 

and reflect human creativity. 

Future studies may focus on cross-linguistic comparisons, psycholinguistic aspects of 

neologism perception, and corpus-based tracking of lexical innovation. 
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