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Abstract. Both ‘’The Whistle’’ and ‘’The Wide Net’’ explore human resilience, the 

relationship between individuals and their natural environment, and emotional 

endurance in the face of hardship. In ‘’The Whistle’’, characters struggle against the 

brutal forces of winter, symbolizing isolation and survival. Similarly, ‘’The Wide Net’’ 

portrays characters` interaction with the natural world, particularly the river, as a 

journey of emotional searching, loss, and self-discovery. Both stories use nature not just 

as a setting, but as a powerful force that mirrors the characters` internal confl icts. 

Through vivid imagery and emotional depth, each story reveals how adversity shapes 

human connection, hope and transformation. 
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Introduction. Eudora Welty (1909-2001) was an acclaimed American author known 

for her vivid storytelling and deep exploration of the human experience, particularly in 

the context of the American South. Her work often reflects the complexities of Southern 

life, capturing the nuances of character, culture and community. She gained recognition 

for her short stories and novels, with notable works including ‘ ’The Optimist`s 

daughter’’, which won the Pulitzer Prize, and her celebrated collection of short stories, 

‘’The Golden Apples’’. Welty was also a talented photographer and essayist, and she 

received numerous awards throughout her career, including The Pres idential Medal of 

Freedom. Her contributions to literature have solidified her legacy as one of the most 

important Southern writers of the 20 th century. 

Famous writers` opinions on Eudora Welty`s works: According to Michael Kreyling, 

Welty uses simple dialogue and vivid descriptions to portray the harsh reality of the 

Great Depression in ‘’The Whistle’’. The characters` silent suffering conveys a sense of 

deep despair15.  

Cleanth Brooks views ‘’The Wide Net’’ as a story filled with rich symbolism, where 

the protagonist`s journey reflects a myth-like exploration of life`s struggles, influenced 

by Southern culture16.  

 
15  Kreyling, M. (1999). Understanding Eudora Welty. Columbia, SC: University of South Carolina Press.  

 
16 Brooks, C. (1943). The Wide Net and other Stories [Review]. The Southern Review, 9(4), 789 -793. 
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In the Wide Net,  The protagonist, William Wallace, believes his wife Hazel has 

drowned herself after an argument. He gathers his fr iends to search for her body in the 

river using a literal “wide net.” The physical act of dragging the river transforms into a 

symbolic journey of self-exploration. William starts off immature and emotionally 

unaware, but through the course of the story, he begins to reflect on his own behavior and 

his relationship with Hazel. This journey represents the human process of recognizing 

emotional responsibility.  

A central idea in The Wide Net is the gap between people—even those who are close. 

William’s failure to understand Hazel and the emotional disconnect in their marriage 

highlight how miscommunication and assumptions can distort relationships. It is only 

when William experiences fear, reflection, and vulnerability that he begins to appreciate 

Hazel’s complexity17.  

In the end, Hazel is not dead; she had simply gone away for a while. Her safe return 

represents the possibility of reconciliation and emotional renewal. The story closes with 

the hope that William, having changed, might become a better partner. Welty suggests 

that growth is possible when one is willing to face emotional truths. 

The Whistle tells the story of Jason and Sara Morton, a poor farming couple enduring 

the bitter cold of winter in rural Mississippi. Their environment  is harsh and unforgiving, 

filled with silence, cold, and hunger. This physical suffering symbolizes a larger 

emotional struggle—how people survive emotionally and physically when life offers 

little comfort or relief18.  

The relationship between Jason and Sara is marked by silent sacrifice. There are no 

grand gestures or emotional confessions, but small acts—like Sara giving Jason the quilt 

to stay warm—communicate a deep, enduring love. Welty uses this understated devotion 

to show that love is not always expressed through words; it is often shown through quiet 

endurance and giving.  

The whistle that gives the story its name comes from a steam mill in the distance. It’s a 

faint, recurring sound that serves as a symbol of the outside world —of life, movement, 

and possibly escape. However, the couple remains stuck in their reality, far from any real 

change. The whistle is a metaphor for unreachable dreams and distant hope, suggesting 

that survival itself can be an act of resistance and dignity 19.  

 
 
17 Forkner, B. Myth and Folklore in ‘’The Wide Net’’. Journal of the Short Story in English. 

 
18 Cunnington, T. (2013). Warming Reveries: A Mosaic Approach to Reading Eudora Welty`s ‘’The Whistle’’.  

Mississippi Quarterly, 66(4), 625-644. 

 
19 Maars, S. (2012). From One Writer`s Imagination. Eudora Welty Foundation. 
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The author has represented the main ideas of these 2 stories. The whistle itself 

symbolizes a desperate cry for help or a signal of impending danger. It represents the 

characters` silent suffering and their struggle to survive during the Great Depression 20.  

The Wide Net is a symbol of human connection and the attempt to capture 

understanding or meaning in life. It also reflects the communal effort, as many characters 

join the search21.  

Conclusion: The Wide Net and The Whistle reveal two different emotional 

landscapes. In The Wide Net, the focus is on inner transformation, self -awareness, and 

the healing of emotional distance within a relationship. In The Whistle, the emphasis is 

on survival, quiet love, and sacrifice in the face of poverty and hopelessness . Despite 

their differences, both stories reflect Eudora Welty’s deep sensitivity to human emotion 

and her ability to depict the ordinary moments that define people’s lives.   

Ultimately, Welty’s characters—whether actively searching a river or silently enduring 

a freezing night—reflect the enduring human need for connection, understanding, and 

dignity. Through these stories, she reminds us that even in silence, hardship, or 

confusion, the emotional lives of people remain profound and meaningful. 
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