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Abstract. This article explores the critical role of vocabulary in children's language
development and reading comprehension. Traditional methods of vocabulary instruction,
such as introducing a list of words for memorization and testing, are insufficient in
fostering deep word knowledge. Instead, effective vocabulary instruction should
emphasize both direct and indirect learning strategies. Drawing on Michael Graves'
four-ply plan, the article highlights the importance of teaching individual words, word-
learning strategies, and fostering Wérd consciousness. Recent research shows that
extended conversations with adults, mcludé modellng rich language, asking open-
ended prompts, and providing meanlngful feedback, significantly enhance children's
vocabulary acquisition. s

Key words: vocabulary, memorization, testing, direct and-indirect learning strategies,
teaching individual words, word-learning strategies, and fostering word consciousness.

AHHOTaHl/IH B smoii -cmamue paccmampueaemc;z eaofcneumaﬂ pO]lb CJl106ApPHOCO
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3ANOMUHRAHUA U mMeCmUpoearusl, Hec)'ocmamqubL: 0 pa36umuﬂ efzy601<ux 3HAHUU CO8.
Bumecmo smoeo s¢ppexmusnoe obyuenue cnosapHomy- 3anacy-0014CHO NOOYePKUBAmsb
KakK np:Amvlie, maxK U KOCEEHHbre cmpamezuu 06yquu;z. Gnupd}le HA llen’Zblpe)CCJZOZZHblﬁ
naan Matikna I'peiieca, 8 cmambe noouepKuBaemcs |8AMNCHOCMb 00yUeHUsT OMOeTbHbIM
crloeam, cmpameeuﬁ U3yYyeHusl Cio6 U passumusl Cil08€CHOCO0 CO3HAHUA. Heoasnue
Uccne006anus HOKClel@dlom, umo . pacutupeHnvle becedvl co 63POCHbIMU, 6KII0OYAs
MOOenuposanue 602amozo A3vlKa, 3a0as8aHue OmKpbmbiX ROOCKA3Z0K U NpedocmasiieHue
CO0epIUCamenbHO- 0OPAMHOU  C853U, 3HAYUMETbHO VAVHUUAIOM YCBOEHUE CNOBAPHO20
3anaca oemovMu.

KiaoueBbie cioBa: CJZOGCZprlﬁ 3anac, 3anomMurarue, mecmupoeanue, npiAmvle U
KOCB€HHble cmpamecuu 06y'i€HZ/lﬂ, 06y1l€HZ/le OMOEeNIbHbIM croseam, cmpamecuu U3Y4erus
CJ0o8 U passumue Cjil06€CHO20 CO3HAHUAL.

Annotatsiya. Ushbu magola bolalar tilini rivojlantirish va o'gishni tushunishda
lug'atning muhim rolini o'rganadi. Soz boyligini o ‘rgatishning an’anaviy usullari,
masalan, yodlash va tekshirish uchun so ‘zlar ro‘yxatini kiritish, chuqur so‘z bilimini
shakllantirishda yetarli emas. Buning o'rniga, lug'atni samarali o'rgatish to'g'ridan-
to'g'ri va bilvosita o'rganish strategiyalarini ta'kidlashi kerak. Maykl Gravesning to'rt
gavatli rejasiga asoslanib, maqola alohida so'zlarni o'rgatish, so'zni o'rganish
strategiyalari va so'z ongini rivojlantirish muhimligini ta'kidlaydi. So'nggi tadgigotlar
shuni ko'rsatadiki, kattalar bilan kengaytirilgan suhbatlar, jumladan, boy tilni
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modellashtirish, ochiq maslahatlar so'rash va mazmunli fikr-mulohazalarni tagqdim
etish bolalarning so'z boyligini sezilarli darajada yaxshilaydi.

Kalit so'zlar: lug'at, yodlash, test, to'g'ridan-to'g'ri va bilvosita o'rganish
strategiyalari, alohida so'zlarni o'rgatish, so'zlarni o'rganish strategiyalari va so'z ongini
tarbiyalash.

Vocabulary is the foundation of effective communication and comprehension. It
encompasses not only the words we know but also our understanding of their meanings
and how to use them in context. In the realm of reading, vocabulary plays an essential
role in enabling us to decode, comprehend, and engage with texts. However, traditional
methods of vocabulary instruction—such as memorizing lists of words and their
definitions—often fail to provide students with a deep, functional understanding of
language. While this approach may allow children to learn a few hundred words per year,
it is not sufficient to foster the klnd bf rchvocabulary needed to support long-term
academic success.

Vocabulary refers to the wordg we must know and understand to communicate
effectively. It is the knowledge of words and word meanings. Reading vocabulary refers
to words we recognise or-use-in print. The werds we need to-know to understand what we
read

Let’s look for a moment at the: ways, vocabulary has hlstorlcally been taught. The
standard approach is to introduce-‘a-list ‘'of words to'children on Monday4 Children study
definitions of the words, craft sentefices using“the words, and then on Friday take the
vocabulary test. Most often chlldren learn to speII the words as well as learning their
meanings.

In addition to this type of mstructlon most teachers loek for opportunities throughout
their day to pay some additional attention to vocabulary. Perhaps by introducing some
new words in reading lessons, or adding the technical vocabulary in science or social
studies lessons to a word wall.

With this approach;to vocabulary instruction we can, at best, teach between 300 and
800 words. This is not'.enough. Vocabulary instruction that relies on expanding children’s
vocabularies one word at a time will not help us reach our goals in growing and
expanding a child’s repertoire of words. Instead let’s consider vocabulary instruction that
takes some of the indirect and direct methods of the past, connects them to children’s
identities and to quality literature, and focuses on children really knowing words.
Because when we really know a word, it is a part of both our receptive and expressive
language. We appreciate it, use it in oral communication, chose it for our writing, and
make sense of it in our reading.

The question of how to include vocabulary in our instruction begins by making a
potential shift in our thinking. We want to understand how we can teach vocabulary so
that children can become better readers, writers, and thinkers... NOT how we can teach
children to memorize the definitions of certain words. Again, the ultimate goal of
vocabulary instruction is to help children to really know words. We know that strategies
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like taking vocabulary tests or looking up words in a dictionary and writing them in
sentences don’t result in real word learning. Instead, we need to consider what we can do
to foster authentic word learning in children.

Michael Graves, author of The Vocabulary Book, provides us with a four-ply plan that
includes both implicit, or indirect vocabulary learning, and explicit, or direct vocabulary
learning.

Direct vocabulary learning refers to children learning vocabulary through:

e Teaching individual words

e Teaching word learning strategies

e Fostering word consciousness

To decide what words we will teach, the 3-Tier system we learned about earlier will be
most helpful. When we read aloud to children, we want to highlight a couple Tier 2 or 3
words, depending on the text. In a flctlon text, you are more likely to encounter Tier 2
words like persistent. In a non-fiction t\e\,\xt aﬂf:t plant life, for example, you are more
likely to encounter a Tier 3 word I|} photqsy esis.

To decide when will we teach these words, we need to think about the opportunities
we have throughout the school day. Rémember, we know that teaching words out of
context, or for no purpose, is not beneficial to-children.

Recent Research Results

Extended conversations rest on three pillars: adults’ (1) medeling of rich language for
children,2 (2) asking children- 'o‘p'en e‘nded‘ prompts 9 and (3) providing meaningful
12 These three components of conversatlon can be usédin a variety of contexts and
settings but have often been-studied: in interactive book reading, where an adult reads a
text aloud and poses questionsto involve children,13 and’in play, where an adult supports
children in acting out a life experience (e.g., pretending to be in a restaurant), building a
structure, playing a game,14 or other activity.

Modeling rich language. Children who hear more words in their environment build
larger vocabularies, as early as 3 years.15,16 Further,” when those words include
sophisticated and varied vocabulary, as well as complex syntax, children demonstrate
stronger language outcomes over timel7. Children benefit when adults vividly describe
the world, narrate their own actions, and detail what children are doing when they work
or play. In addition, reading books with children exposes them to syntactically complex
prosel8 and new words and ideas, often with pictures to share their meaning.19 For
example, the classic book The Name Jar20 contains rare words such as groove, wrinkled,
and cabbage, all embedded in sophisticated, multi-phrase sentences.

Open-ended prompts. While hearing language is important, children also need to use
language for themselves. Adults can ask open-ended prompts, which have more than one
correct answer and generally require a multiple-word response.9 These prompts often
begin with question words such as “why” and “how,” or statements inviting children to
“describe” or “tell me more.” Open-ended questions are powerful scaffolds during
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interactive book reading, as they encourage children’s discourse about narrative

and informational texts, and during play, when they invite child thought and talk. For
example, while children pretend to work in a grocery store like the one in The Name Jar,
a teacher could ask, “Tell me what kinds of foods you sell here!”

Meaningful feedback. While open-ended prompts serve as the opening volley in a
back-and-forth exchange, the adult must provide meaningful feedback to the child to
create a full conversation. Ideally, a conversation includes five or more rounds of adult-
child exchanges.6 Feedback can take myriad forms,21 but two have particularly strong
evidence of effectiveness for child language. First, linguistic expansions affirm the gist of
a child’s response while restating the child’s response with more sophisticated language
structures.22,23 When reading The Name Jar, for example, a teacher might ask about
how Unhei, the main character, feels as friends mispronounce her Korean name, to which
a child might respond, “Sad.” The adult could affirm and extend the child’s remark with
an extension such as, “That’s right; she’s feg:lg very sad as she sits on the bus.” Here
the adult models a grammatically complete” sentence for the young speaker.
Second, conceptual expansions involve adding a new idea, such as a vocabulary word or
fact, to a child’s response, helping childrén connect concepts.10 For example, the teacher
might augment her linguistic-expansion-by adding; “She’s realizing that she’s unique or
different from her new friends.” Here the teacher adds several new ideas, including the
vocabulary term unique | - AANANAANAAAAAAAR |

Vocabulary plays an' important role ‘in word recognition. A student is-more likely to be
able to read a word if they find a matéh between the word on the page and a word they
have learnt through listening-and speaking. This also supports them to read related words.

Vocabulary is also the key to reading comprehension. Readers cannot understand what
they are reading without knowing what most of the words-mean. As children learn to read
more advanced texts, they must learn the meaning of new words that are not part of their
oral vocabulary.

Dr Deslea Konza says that the number and variety of words that children know in the
preschool and -initial years - of schooling, is a “significant —predictor of reading
comprehension inthe middle and secondary years of schooling and of broader-academic
and vocational success.

It’s clear that reading is so much more than decoding. The meaning is
wrapped up in vocabulary and comprehension.

Consider this: With several years of Spanish under my belt, |1 can read
Spanish almost fluently. The decoding process in that language is much more
straightforward. But my Spanish vocabulary is weak and rusty. | can read a
passage perfectly, but still struggle to understand what it means.

This is the case with our young readers as well. Without vocabulary skills,
reading and writing become labored and meaningless.

In conclusion, vocabulary is fundamental to a child's ability to understand,
engage with, and excel in reading, writing, and thinking. It extends far beyond
the simple memorization of words and definitions. Effective vocabulary
instruction requires a balance of both direct and indirect strategies, focusing

)

893



A

European science international conference:
MODERN EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM AND INNOVATIVE TEACHING SOLUTIONS b I

not only on teaching individual words but also on developing word
consciousness and strategies for independent word learning. Children benefit
from exposure to rich, varied language through meaningful interactions with
adults and the incorporation of vocabulary into daily activities. When
vocabulary is taught in context and is connected to children's lives and
experiences, it enhances their comprehension and academic success, laying a
foundation for lifelong learning. Moreover, promoting vocabulary acquisition
is not only an educational issue but also a social justice concern, as access to
rich language directly impacts literacy outcomes and broader opportunities in
life.
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