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Language is a dynamic system that continuous rough various linguistic
processes. One of the most productive methods of vo i
which involves combining two or more lexical units to ¢

is compounding,
with a distinct
meaning. Compound words are widely used in both Englis
serve as an essential component of lexical development.

Uzbek languages and
The study of compound words has attracted the attention y linguists because they
antics. Compound formations
I, and cognitive aspects of

reveal the interaction between morphology, sy
not only enrich vocabulary but also reflect cultur
language users. Therefore, a comparative analysis of compound words in English and
Uzbek provides valuable insights into the linguistic structures of both languages.
The purpose of this article is to investigate the contextual characteristics of compound
words in English and Uzbek languages, identify their structural patterns, and analyze their
semantic and functional properties.

Theoretical Background of Compound Words

Compound words are lexical units formed by combining two or more independent words
into a single semantic entity. According to Bloomfield (1933), compounding is one of the
most significant word-formation processes in many languages. In modern linguistics,
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compound words are considered an important object of morphological and semantic

studies (Bauer, 2003).
English compound words are generally formed by combining nouns, adjectives, verbs,

or other lexical categories. Examples include:

-classroom (class + room)

-blackboard (black + board)

-toothpaste (tooth + paste)

-greenhouse (green + house)

Similarly, Uzbek compound words are created through the combination of lexical units:
-temiryo‘l (temir + yo‘l)
-oshqozon (osh + qozon)
-belbog* (bel + bog*)
-qo‘lqop (qo’

es not only as a morphological process but also
as a sema s new concepts and meanings (Plag, 2018).
pound Words in English
ibit several structural patterns. The most common
structures include:
Noun + Noun Compounds
This is the most productive type of English compounding.
Examples: football, bedroom, airport, notebook

In these compounds, the second element usu as the semantic head,
determining the grammatical category of the compou
Adjective + Noun Compounds
Examples: blackbird, greenhouse, bluebell
Such compounds often develop meanings that differ from t

their components.

eral interpretation of

Verb + Noun Compounds

Examples: pickpocket, breakfast, playground

These compounds demonstrate the interaction between action and object concepts.

Orthographic Forms

English compounds may appear in three forms:

1. Closed compounds: notebook, classroom

2. Hyphenated compounds: mother-in-law, editor-in-chief

3. Open compounds: post office, high school

According to Bauer (2003), orthographic variation often reflects the historical
development and lexicalization of compound words.

Structural Characteristics of Compound Words in Uzbek
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Uzbek compound words demonstrate distinctive structural and morphological features.
Unlike English, Uzbek belongs to the Turkic language family and possesses an

agglutinative structure.
Noun + Noun Compounds
Examples: temiryo‘l, belbog*, oshqozon
These compounds often represent objects, institutions, or concepts.
Adjective + Noun Compounds
Examples: oqsoqol, ko‘ksulton
Such formations frequently acquire figurative or culturally specific meanings.
Verb-Based Compounds
Examples: sotibolmogq, olibkelmoq

These compounds play; in expressing complex actions.

Semantic Int t

e fully lexicalized and are perceived as single
lexical uni always be understood through the meanings of

For example, " literally means "white beard," but contextually it refers
to a respected elder in society.

This phenomenon illustrates the strong connection between language and culture in
Uzbek compound formation (Mahmudov, 2018).

Contextual Analysis of Compound Words

Context plays a crucial role in determining the 1 f compound words. The

meaning of a compound is often influenced by the l1 jonal environment
in which it occurs.

Contextual Features in English

Consider the compound "greenhouse":

Literal interpretation: A house that is green.

Lexicalized meaning: A glass building used lants.

In most contexts, the lexicalized meaning is ed rather than the literal
interpretation.

Similarly, the compound "blackboard" usually refers to a teaching tool rather than a
board that happens to be black.

These examples demonstrate that contextual factors influence semantic interpretation.

Contextual Features in Uzbek

Uzbek compound words also depend heavily on context.

For example: ogsoqol, qo‘lqop, temiryo‘l

The meanings of these compounds extend beyond the simple combination of their
components.
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In social and cultural contexts, compounds frequently acquire symbolic or metaphorical
meanings. Such semantic expansion contributes to the richness of the Uzbek lexicon.

Comparative  Analysis of  English and Uzbek  Compound  Words
A comparison of English and Uzbek compound words reveals both similarities and
differences.
Similarities:

1. Both languages use compounding as a productive word-formation process.

2. Compound words contribute significantly to vocabulary enrichment.

3. Semantic specialization occurs in both languages.

4. Lexicalized compounds often possess meanings different from the meanings of their
individual components.

5. Context plays a c i retation.
Differences:

Uzbek
Agglutinative
ed, open, hyphenated Mostly written as single
units
Semantic head Usually right-hand element More variable
Productivity High in technica High in everyday and
terminology; ultural vocabulary

Morphological Structure Relatively simple uenced by

The comparison demonstrates that while both lan mploy similar cognitive
mechanisms in compound formation, their stru 1ons differ due to typological
characteristics.

Semantic Characteristics of Compound Words

Compound words exhibit various semantic relationships between their components.

Endocentric Compounds

The meaning is centered around one component.

Examples: classroom, bedroom, temiryo‘l

Exocentric Compounds

The meaning extends beyond the literal meanings of components.

Examples: pickpocket, ogsoqol

These compounds require contextual and cultural knowledge for accurate interpretation.
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Metaphorical Compounds

Many compounds develop figurative meanings.

Examples:

English: watchdog, brainwash

Uzbek: ogko‘ngil, ko‘ngilochar

Metaphorical compounds enrich expressive language and reflect cultural values.

Functional Importance of Compound Words

Compound words perform several important functions:

Lexical Function

They create new vocabulary items without borrowing from other languages.

Communicative Function. Compounds allow speakers to express complex ideas
concisely.

For example:

These iciently

Cultura

Many ¢ 1onal traditions, values, and social structures.
Such compoun nto cultural worldviews.

In conclusion, compound” words represent a highly productive and significant
mechanism of word formation in both English and Uzbek languages. The comparative
analysis demonstrates that despite typological differences between the two languages,

compounding serves similar communicative and lexi nctions. English compounds

exhibit greater orthographic variation, whereas Uzb, reflect the agglutinative
nature of the language and often carry strong cultura

Contextual analysis reveals that the interpretation of co epends not only
on their structural composition but also on linguistic, social,

compounds acquire lexicalized meanings that cannot be pr

Itural contexts. Many
d solely from their
constituent elements.

The findings of this study confirm that
vocabulary expansion and semantic innovation. Furt

ords are essential tools for
rch may focus on cognitive,
pragmatic, and translation aspects of compound word usage in English and Uzbek
languages.
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