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Abstract: The article investigates negation in English and Uzbek media discourse from 

linguocultural and linguocognitive perspectives. Negation is analyzed not only as a 

grammatical category but also as a cognitive and cultural mechanism reflecting national 

thinking patterns, communicative norms, and evaluative attitudes. 
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Annotatsiya: Mazkur maqolada ingliz va o‘zbek media diskursida inkor hodisasi 

lingvokulturologik va lingvokognitiv nuqtai nazardan tadqiq etiladi. Inkor nafaqat 

grammatik kategoriya, balki milliy tafakkur, kommunikativ me’yorlar va baholash 

munosabatlarini aks ettiruvchi kognitiv hamda madaniy mexanizm sifatida qaraladi.  

Kalit so‘zlar: inkor kategoriyasi, media diskurs, kommunikativ meyyorlar 

 

The development of modern linguistics has shifted scholarly attention from purely 

structural descriptions of language toward the study of language as a reflection of human 

cognition, culture, and social interaction. Within this framework, the category of negation 

occupies a particularly important place because it represents one of the fundamental 

mechanisms through which individuals conceptualize and evaluate reality. 

Negation is traditionally defined as a linguistic category expressing the absence, 

rejection, contradiction, or denial of an object, action, quality, or proposition. However, 

contemporary linguistic research demonstrates that negation extends far beyond 

grammatical opposition between affirmation and denial. It functions as a powerful 

cognitive, pragmatic, and cultural instrument that shapes human perception and 

communication. 

Media discourse provides especially valuable material for the investigation of negation 

because modern mass media actively employs negative constructions to inform, persuade, 

criticize, manipulate, evaluate, and influence public opinion. Through explicit and implicit 

forms of negation, journalists and media institutions construct particular representations of 

reality and guide audience interpretation of events. 

Media discourse frequently uses negation to express: 

surprise; 

disappointment; 

criticism; 
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irony; 

dissatisfaction; 

skepticism; 

emotional intensity. 

Examples from English media include expressions such as: 

unbelievable 

hopeless 

don't be a fool 

These constructions combine negative semantics with emotional evaluation.  

Similarly, Uzbek media discourse utilizes expressive markers such as: 

nahotki 

sira 

mutlaqo 

hech 

These units intensify emotional and evaluative meanings.  

Modern media discourse frequently relies on implicit negation. 

Unlike explicit negation, implicit negation does not contain formal negative markers. 

Instead, negative meaning emerges through: 

irony; 

presupposition; 

rhetorical questions; 

contextual contradiction; 

omission of expected information. 

Examples include rhetorical questions such as: 

Who would believe that? 

Nahotki bunga ishonish mumkin bo‘lsa? 

Such constructions communicate rejection while formally appearing affirmative or 

interrogative. 

Implicit negation is particularly effective in media communication because it allows 

journalists to influence audience interpretation indirectly. 

Linguocultural Aspects of Negation 

The comparative analysis reveals significant linguocultural differences. 

English media discourse tends to favor direct expression of disagreement and criticism. 

Negative evaluation is often communicated explicitly through lexical and syntactic means. 

Uzbek communicative culture demonstrates greater preference for indirectness and 

politeness strategies. Direct negation may be perceived as overly categorical or impolite in 

certain contexts. Consequently, speakers often employ: 

mitigated negation; 



European science international conference: 

 ANALYSIS OF MODERN SCIENCE AND INNOVATION 
 

 173 
 
 

indirect criticism; 

contextual implication; 

rhetorical structures. 

Thus, negation becomes a     

marker of cultural identity and social values. 

acceptance and then mentally rejects that scenario. 

This process demonstrates why negative statements often require greater cognitive effort 

than affirmative statements. 

Media discourse exploits this cognitive mechanism by strategically employing negative 

constructions to shape audience attention and interpretation. 

The category of negation constitutes a multidimensional linguistic phenomenon 

encompassing grammatical, lexical, pragmatic, cognitive, and cultural dimensions. 

The comparative analysis of English and Uzbek media discourse demonstrates both 

universal and language-specific features of negation. While both languages employ explicit 

and implicit negative structures, their realization differs according to linguistic traditions, 

cultural values, and communicative norms. 

The study confirms that negation serves not only as a mechanism for denying 

propositions but also as a means of expressing emotions, evaluations, ideological positions, 

and cultural meanings. In media discourse, negation functions as a powerful instrument of 

persuasion, influence, and public opinion formation. 
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