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Abstract. The development of communicative competence is recognized as one of the
primary objectives of modern foreign language education. Among the various components
that contribute to successful language acquisition, lexical and grammatical competence

play a decisive role in " overall language proficiency. This article

investigates th f lexical and grammatical competence and

examines opment of English language skills. The study
highlightstl

emphasizes

bulary knowledge and grammatical awareness and
grated instruction in contemporary English language
teaching. The at a balanced approach to lexical and grammatical
development significantly improves learners’ communicative performance and academic
achievement.
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Introduction. The increasing importance of English as has intensified
the need for effective approaches to language teaching
institutions worldwide seek methodologies that enable learners t
Within _thi

earning. Educational
municate accurately,

fluently, and appropriately in diverse contexts ramework, lexical and

grammatical competence have emerged a
proficiency. Language proficiency extends beyond t

1 dimensions of language
rization of vocabulary items
or grammatical rules. It involves the ability to employ linguistic knowledge effectively in
authentic communicative situations. Consequently, the acquisition of lexical and
grammatical competence represents a prerequisite for the successful development of
listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. The objective of this article is to explore
the theoretical significance of lexical and grammatical competence and to analyze their
role in enhancing English language proficiency.

Lexical competence refers to an individual's ability to understand, use, and manipulate
vocabulary appropriately in different communicative contexts. It encompasses not only
knowledge of word meanings but also awareness of semantic relationships, collocations,
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idiomatic expressions, and contextual variations. Contemporary linguistic research

recognizes vocabulary as a central component of language acquisition. Unlike grammatical
structures, which organize linguistic forms, lexical units carry the primary semantic content
of communication. Consequently, insufficient vocabulary often becomes the principal
barrier to effective communication. Lexical competence includes several dimensions:
Receptive vocabulary knowledge; Productive vocabulary knowledge; Contextual
understanding of words; Collocational awareness; Semantic flexibility.

Modern theories of language acquisition emphasize that vocabulary learning should
occur through meaningful exposure rather than rote memorization. Learners acquire lexical
knowledge more effectively when words are encountered repeatedly in authentic discourse
and communicative situations. Furthermore, lexical competence contributes directly to
reading comprehension, lisf omprehension, and oral fluency. Students possessing a
: ‘ ter confidence and accuracy in communication.

ability to understand and apply the structural rules
governing-la ) arners to construct grammatically correct sentences
and interpr 1 A ssages. Within communicative language teaching,
grammar is viey onal system rather than a collection of abstract rules.
Grammatical structures facilitate the expression of temporal relationships, logical
connections, modality, and interpersonal meanings. The development of grammatical
competence involves the mastery of:

Morphological structures;

Syntactic patterns;

Sentence formation rules;

Tense and aspect systems;

Clause relationships;

Cohesion and coherence mechanisms.

A strong grammatical foundation enhances express ideas precisely
and avoid misunderstandings. Moreover, gr petence supports academic
writing and formal communication, where structura cy is particularly important.
Recent pedagogical approaches advocate contextualized grammar instruction, allowing
learners to discover grammatical patterns through meaningful language use rather than
isolated drills.

Although lexical and grammatical competence are often discussed separately, they
function as complementary aspects of language proficiency. Effective communication
requires both an adequate vocabulary base and the ability to organize lexical items into
meaningful structures. Vocabulary without grammar may result in fragmented
communication, while grammar without vocabulary provides little communicative value.

Therefore, successful language use depends upon the interaction between these two
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components. From a psycholinguistic perspective, language processing involves  the

simultaneous activation of lexical and grammatical knowledge. Speakers select lexical
items and arrange them according to grammatical patterns to convey intended meanings.
This interrelationship can be observed in several linguistic phenomena: Lexico-
grammatical patterns; Formulaic sequences; Collocational structures; Phraseological
expressions; Discourse organization. As a result, language instruction should integrate
vocabulary and grammar teaching rather than treating them as independent domains.

The communicative approach has transformed traditional perspectives on language
instruction. Instead of focusing exclusively on linguistic forms, communicative
methodology prioritizes meaningful interaction and language use.

Within this framework, 1ex1ca1 and grammatical competence are developed through
authentic commumcatwe a ssuch as: Group discussions; Role-playing exercises;

mg; Interactive reading activities; Collaborative

s for learners to apply vocabulary and grammar in
guage acquisition becomes more meaningful and
aching further reinforces the integration of lexical and
grammatical development by engaging learners in purposeful communication that reflects
real-world language use. The influence of lexical and grammatical competence extends to
all four language skills.

Listening. Vocabulary knowledge facilitates the reco@miti®n and interpretation of spoken

language, while grammatical awareness assists identifying relationships
between ideas.

Speaking. Oral communication depends upon the avart
the ability to construct grammatically appropriate utterances.

Reading. Reading comprehension requires both vocabu

understanding of grammatical structures that organize textu

Writing. Written communication demand ee of lexical precision and
grammatical accuracy to ensure clarity, coherence, a 1veness.

Therefore, the systematic development of lexical and grammatical competence
contributes significantly to overall language proficiency.

The findings of contemporary research suggest several pedagogical implications for
English language instruction.

First, lexical and grammatical materials should be presented within meaningful
communicative contexts.

Second, teachers should encourage active language use through collaborative learning
activities.

Third, authentic texts should be utilized to expose learners to natural language patterns.

99



¢ European science international conference:
‘ ANALYSIS OF MODERN SCIENCE AND INNOVATION ‘

Fourth, formative assessment techniques should monitor both lexical growth "and

grammatical development.

Finally, technological resources can provide additional opportunities for vocabulary
enrichment and grammar practice beyond the classroom environment. These pedagogical
principles support the development of autonomous and competent language users.

Conclusion. Lexical and grammatical competence constitute the core dimensions of
English language proficiency. Vocabulary provides access to meaning, whereas grammar
organizes linguistic elements into coherent and communicatively effective structures. Their
interdependence underscores the necessity of integrated instruction within modern
language education.

The successful development of commumcatlve competence requires systematic
aspects of language learning. Contemporary
alized instruction, meaningful interaction, and

attention to both lexical

learner-cen omote the practical application of linguistic
f lexical and grammatical competence remains one of
the most signi ibuting to successful English language acquisition and

effective communication.
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