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Abstract: Quotations and referencing are essential elements of academic writing
because they help students support their ideas and avoid plagiarism. Using quotations

correctly allows writers act words of an author when the wording is

important, whi e the information comes from. This paper
rtance of quotations and referencing, as well as
ly them effectively.
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Introduction

In academic writing, students often use information from books, articles, and online
sources. To show respect for the original authors a intain academic honesty, we
us give credit, support

must use quotations and references properly. Thes
our ideas, and make our writing more reliable. Unde
referencing is important for every student who wants 1 ality academic
work.

Main Body

1. What Are Quotations?

Quotations are the exact words taken from
marks (“ 7). Students use quotations when an auth

are written inside quotation
sses an idea very clearly or
when the original wording is important. Quotations should not be too long, and they must
be connected to the writer’s own explanation. Simply copying long parts of a text is not
good academic practice.

2. Types of Quotations

There are two main types of quotations:

» Short quotations: usually one or two sentences placed inside the paragraph.

* Long quotations (block quotes): used for longer parts of text, usually more than 40
words, and written as a separate indented paragraph.

Students should choose the type of quotation depending on the length and purpose.
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3. How to Use Quotations Effectively

To use quotations correctly, students should:

*  Choose only the most important or meaningful sentences.

* Introduce the quotation with a signal phrase, such as According to Smith (2020) or
As the author states.

* Explain the meaning of the quotation in their own words after including it.

* Avoid using too many quotations because it reduces originality.

Good quotations strengthen the argument, while unnecessary ones make the paper
weaker.

4. What Is Referencing?

Referencing means giving full information about the sources used in the paper. It

includes two parts:
1. i

name and
2. Re

of all sourc

ide the paragraph, usually with the author’s
the end of the paper and contains complete details
Referencing d the original material and check the accuracy of the
information.
5. Why Referencing Is Important
Referencing is important for several reasons:
* It helps avoid plagiarism by giving credit to th
» It shows that the student has done research iable sources.
* Itincreases trust in the writer’s work.
» It allows readers to explore the topic further.

Students who reference properly show good academic resp
6. Popular Referencing Styles

There are several referencing styles used in_academi ng. Some of the most
common ones include:

* APA (American Psychological Association)

*  MLA (Modern Language Association)

*  Chicago

* Harvard

Different universities use different styles, so students need to follow the required
format carefully.

7. Common Problems Students Face

Many students struggle with:

» forgetting to include in-text citations

* using incorrect formats
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* copying without quotation marks

* mixing different referencing styles

These problems can lead to plagiarism, even if it is accidental. That is why practicing
correct referencing is essential.

Conclusion

Quotations and referencing are fundamental skills in academic writing. They help
students support their arguments, show respect for original authors, and avoid plagiarism.
By learning how to choose meaningful quotations and how to reference them correctly,
students can improve both the quality and honesty of their academic work. Mastering
these skills is important for becoming a responsible and confident writer.
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