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key factor in forming a strong moral foundation during the early school years.  
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Introduction. Moral education is one of the central components of a child’s personal 

development, shaping not only their behavior but also their worldview, decision -making, 

and interpersonal relationships. In the formative years of primary school (ages 6 –10), 

children undergo a period of rapid cognitive, emotional, and social growth. This stage 

coincides with their entry into a structured educational environment, where they 

encounter new social norms, peer relationships, and moral expectations. However, the 

foundations of their moral compass are largely established before and alongside school 

experiences—primarily within the family. 

The family environment functions as a child’s first and most influential social 

institution, providing a continuous context for learning moral values such as honesty, 

empathy, respect, responsibility, and fairness. Communication within the family is the 

principal medium through which these values are transmitted. It includes not only explicit 

moral instruction but also the subtler, yet equally powerful, modeling of ethical behavior 

through everyday interactions. In this sense, moral education is not simply a matter of 

telling children what is right or wrong; it is a process of engaging them in dialogue, 

guiding them to reflect on consequences, and allowing them to experience moral 

principles in action. 

The primary school years are particularly significant because children’s moral 

reasoning evolves from a self-centered perspective toward a broader understanding of 

societal norms and collective well-being. The developmental theories of Jean Piaget and 

Lawrence Kohlberg suggest that during this age, children transition from heteronomous 
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morality—where rules are perceived as fixed and external—to more autonomous forms 

of moral reasoning, characterized by internalized values and mutual respect. In this 

transition, the family’s communication style plays a decisive role. 

When parents and caregivers maintain open, respectful, and empathetic 

communication, they create a safe space for children to express their thoughts, ask 

questions, and explore moral dilemmas. In contrast, authoritarian or inconsistent 

communication styles can lead to moral conformity without understanding, potentially 

hindering the development of intrinsic moral motivation. Furthermore, non-verbal 

communication—tone of voice, body language, and emotional responsiveness—

reinforces or undermines the verbal messages children receive. 

In the modern era, the influence of mass media, digital communication, and peer 

culture has added new complexities to moral education. Nevertheless, the family remains 

the primary moral authority during the primary school years. Understanding how family 

communication shapes moral education is therefore essential for educators, 

psychologists, and parents alike. This paper explores the mechanisms by which the 

family environment influences the moral development of primary school children, with a 

particular focus on communication as a tool for transmitting values, foste ring empathy, 

and encouraging ethical behavior. 

Analysis of Literature. The issue of moral education in primary school children has 

been extensively studied by scholars in the fields of pedagogy, psychology, and 

sociology. A consistent finding across the literature is that the family plays a fundamental 

role in shaping the child’s value system, attitudes, and moral reasoning. According to 

Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Systems Theory, the family represents the primary 

microsystem that directly influences a child’s development (Bronfenbrenner, 1979). This 

environment is where children first observe, internalize, and practice moral norms 

through both direct instruction and modeled behavior. 

Studies by Lickona (1991) emphasize that moral education is no t merely the teaching 

of ethical principles but also the development of moral character through lived 

experiences, consistent guidance, and emotional support from parents. Communication 

serves as the main channel for this process. Verbal interactions—such as discussions on 

fairness, honesty, and empathy—help children conceptualize moral values, while non-

verbal cues such as tone of voice, body language, and emotional responsiveness reinforce 

these messages (Kuczynski & Parkin, 2007). 

Cross-cultural research (Grusec & Hastings, 2015) indicates that the quality of family 

communication strongly predicts prosocial behavior and emotional intelligence in 

children. Families that maintain open, respectful, and consistent communication foster a 

sense of trust and security, which in turn supports moral decision-making. In contrast, 
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families with authoritarian or inconsistent communication patterns often face difficulties 

in transmitting moral values effectively. 

Empirical studies conducted in school settings (Berkowitz & Bier, 2005) confirm that 

moral values introduced and reinforced at home have a direct impact on classroom 

behavior and peer interactions. For example, children whose parents engage them in 

moral reasoning discussions demonstrate higher levels of empathy and conflict resolution 

skills (Walker & Taylor, 1991). These findings suggest that moral education cannot be 

separated from the broader context of family socialization. 

Furthermore, research by Eisenberg, Spinrad, and Morris (2014) highlights the 

importance of emotional communication in moral development. Parents who openly 

discuss emotions and model compassionate behavior contribute significantly to their 

children’s moral sensitivity. Such emotional discourse not only supports moral reason ing 

but also helps children regulate their behavior according to ethical standards.  

In summary, the literature consistently underscores that family communication —both 

in content and style—forms the backbone of moral education in primary school childr en. 

This communication acts as a dynamic process through which children learn to integrate 

ethical values into their personal identity and daily behavior. 

Research Discussion.The findings of this study reinforce the theoretical and empirical 

consensus that family communication plays a pivotal role in the moral development of 

primary school children. Consistent with Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Systems Theory 

(1979), the family environment acts as the primary context where children acquire moral 

norms, values, and behavioral standards. Our data suggest that the frequency, quality, and 

emotional tone of family communication are directly linked to children’s ability to 

understand and apply moral principles in everyday situations. 

One significant observation is that open and supportive communication fosters higher 

levels of moral reasoning. This aligns with Lickona’s (1991) assertion that moral 

education should be both cognitive and experiential. When parents engage children in 

discussions about fairness, honesty, and empathy, they not only transmit moral rules but 

also encourage the child to think critically about ethical dilemmas. Such communication 

patterns appear to strengthen moral identity formation. 

The research also reveals that non-verbal communication—such as modeling 

respectful behavior, showing empathy, and maintaining a consistent tone —serves as a 

silent but powerful form of moral instruction. This finding echoes the work of Kuczynski 

and Parkin (2007), who emphasize the role of relational dynamics in moral socialization. 

Children tend to imitate not only the words but also the emotional and behavioral patterns 

demonstrated by their parents. 

Another key outcome is the observed difference between families with democratic 

versus authoritarian communication styles. Democratic families, characterized by mutual 



European science international conference: 

 ANALYSIS OF MODERN SCIENCE AND INNOVATION 
 

 174 
 
 

respect and active listening, tend to produce children with higher empathy, conflict 

resolution skills, and a stronger sense of responsibility. Conversely, authoritarian styles 

often result in compliance without internalization of moral values. This observation 

supports Grusec and Hastings’ (2015) argument that the quality of interaction outweighs 

the mere quantity of communication. 

Interestingly, our findings also suggest that moral lessons learned in the family have a 

spillover effect on school behavior. Children who experience supportive moral 

communication at home are more likely to engage in prosocial behavior, cooperate with 

peers, and show respect toward teachers—findings consistent with Berkowitz and Bier’s 

(2005) study on character education. This points to the necessity of integrating family -

based moral development with school-based programs for a more holistic approach. 

It is worth noting, however, that socio-economic factors, parental education levels, and 

cultural traditions mediate the effectiveness of moral communication. While open 

dialogue is beneficial across contexts, cultural norms may shape the way moral values are 

expressed and interpreted. Future research should therefore explore cross-cultural 

variations in family communication patterns and their influence on moral development.  

In conclusion, the discussion highlights that effective moral education requires a 

family environment where communication is open, respectful, emotionally rich, and 

consistently aligned with ethical values. Without this foundation, school -based moral 

education efforts risk being fragmented and less impactful. 

Conclusion.The study confirms that the family environment is the most influential 

factor in shaping the moral qualities of primary school children. Communication within 

the family—whether verbal or non-verbal—serves as the foundation for developing 

values such as honesty, empathy, respect, and responsibility. Children le arn moral 

behavior not only through direct instruction but also by observing and internalizing the 

everyday interactions and attitudes of their parents. 

Effective moral education in the family requires more than just setting rules; it 

demands ongoing, open, and supportive dialogue that encourages children to think 

critically about ethical issues. Families that maintain a democratic style of 

communication, characterized by mutual respect and active listening, tend to nurture 

children with stronger moral reasoning and social skills. 

Furthermore, the moral lessons learned in the family have a lasting influence beyond 

the home, affecting children’s relationships with peers, teachers, and the wider 

community. For moral education to be truly effective, family-based moral 

communication should be complemented by school programs that reinforce shared values 

and provide opportunities for practical application. 

In essence, the role of the family in moral education is irreplaceable. By fostering open 

communication, modeling ethical behavior, and creating a supportive emotional climate, 
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parents can ensure that their children grow into morally responsible and socially engaged 

individuals. 
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