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Introduction

Crimes of bodily injury, such as assault, battery, and
among the most common and serious offen ciety. In Uzbekistan, the
investigation of such crimes is a multifaceted that requires specialized
knowledge to ensure that the truth is uncovered and justice is served. Given the
complexity of bodily injury cases, it is essential that investigators, prosecutors, and
judges rely on the expertise of medical professionals, forensic scientists, and
criminologists. Specialized knowledge plays a key role in identifying the nature
and severity of injuries, the use of weapons, the psychological state of the
perpetrator, and the overall dynamics of the crime. This article provides an in-
depthlegal and criminological analysis of how specialized knowledge is utilized in
investigating crimes of bodily injury in Uzbekistan, focusing on the roles and
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responsibilities of expertsand howtheir contributions affect the criminal justice
Process.

Main Part

In Uzbekistan, criminal law mandates that investigations into bodily injury
crimes must rely on specialized knowledge to determine key facts about the case.
Specialized knowledge refers to insights provided by experts in areas such as
medicine, criminology, and forensic science. The role of specialized knowledge is
particularly important in cases involving bodily injury, where a thorough
understanding of medical evidence, injury types, and criminal behavior is needed.

Froma legal perspective, Uzbekistan'scriminal procedure law provides clear
provisions for the invelver %- of experts in investigations. The Criminal
Procedure ngfe,_ * ‘ zbekistan allows for the appointment of
experts Who pre

i@ technical expertise on specific aspects of a
criminal ‘case. field of forensic medicine, criminalistics, and
psycholog)i@, J venf ntin determiningthe causeand extent of injury,
the use of weap@hs, and theliRelihood of recovery.

Criminologically, the use of specialized knowledge helps investigators
understand the motivations and psychological states of perpetrators, which is
critical in classifying the crime and understanding its context. The combination of
legal, medical, and criminological expertise | tial to ensure a fair and
effective investigation.

"Specialized knowledge" is a narrowly focuse
scientific, technical, or professional field used for th
criminal case, preliminary investigation, and trial, and
evaluate factual information and evidence related t
research methods.

As a result of the analysis of the norms refle e activities of a specialist
established in the Criminal Procedure Code, it was substantiated that his activities
should be divided into the followingareas [1]:

1) assistance in finding, collecting, consolidating, and evaluating evidence;

2) assistance to the inquiry officer, investigator, and court by using scientific and
technical means (tape recorder, video recorder, filmrecording devices, and other
devices) in conducting an investigation andtrial;

3) assistance in formulating questions to be asked of the expert;
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4) answering (giving an opinion) on the questionsof the parties and the inquiry
officer, investigator, prosecutor, and courtregarding thesituation of the criminal
case based on his professional knowledge;

5) assistance to the bodies that appointed the expertin evaluating the expert's
conclusions;

6) assistance in the process of working with minors and persons who have
suffered greatly from the crime (pedagogue and psychologist).

Having discussed the results of generalizing judicial practicein cases involving
intentional bodily harm of various degrees and in order to ensure the correct
applicationofthe norms of criminal law providing for liability for the commission
of such acts, the Plenum of-.théBupreme Court, based on Article 17 of the Law "On
Courts”, decidés ;
understoddas the
of their physio f esult of external influence.

Determirii_n' Ire an@ severity of bodily injuries is usually within the

for Forensic Medical Determination of the Severity of Bodily Injuries, approved by
Order No. 153 ofthe Minister of Health of the Republic of Uzbekistandated June
1,2012[3].
Causingminor bodily injury through negligen be punishable by a fine.
Intentional infliction of minor bodily injury, if
deterioration of health or a permanent loss of worki
long, shall be punishable by a fine of 2 to 4 times the mi
Intentional infliction of grievous bodily harm, which at
life-threatening, resulted in the loss of the ability to
complete loss of the function ofany organ, der or otherimpairment of
health, permanent loss of at least 33 percent tal working capacity, or
miscarriage or irreversible disfigurement of the body - shall be punishable by
restriction of liberty for aterm of 3 to 5 years or imprisonmentfor atermof 3 to 5
years.
Intentional infliction of grievous bodily harm:
. againstawoman whose pregnancy is known to the perpetrator;
. against a person or his close relatives in connection with the
performance of his official or civil duty;
. withextremecruelty;
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« inthecourseofpublicunrest;

. withtheintention of greed,;

. asaresult of hooliganism;

. motivated by interethnic or racial hatred,

. motivated by religious fanaticism;

. with theaim of cutting off a person's organsand transferring them to
another person (transplant) or using parts ofa corpse;

« byagroup ofpersons;

. committed with the use of a weapon or objects that can be used as
edged weapons - shall be punishable by imprisonment for a term of 5 to 8
years. :

If intentionali

7. commltted by a member of an organlzed group or in the interests of
sucha group;

8. causingthedeath of the victim - shall be punishable by imprisonment
fora termof 8 to 10 years.

Intentional infliction of slight bodily harm -
harmthatdid not lead to a short-term deterioration
working capacity, if committed after the imposition ofa
for the sameactions - is punishable by a fine of up to twen
calculation amount, or by compulsory community servi
and forty hours, or by correctional labor fo ar.

Intentional infliction of slight bodily harm tha ashort-termdeterioration
of health, thatis, for a period of more than six days, butnot more than twenty-one
days, or by general loss of working capacity for a shortperiod - is punishable by a
fine of from twenty-five to fifty times the basic calculation amount, or by
correctional labor for a period of up to two years, or by restriction of liberty for up
to one year, or by imprisonment for up to one year.

The methodology for using specialized knowledge in investigating bodily injury
crimes in Uzbekistan involves several stages:

ion of slight bodily
rt-term loss of
Inistrative penalty
e times the basic
up to two hundred
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1. Crime Scene Investigation. Investigators work closely with forensic experts to
collect and document evidence at the crime scene. This includes photographing
injuries, collecting biological samples (such as bloodand DNA), and preserving
physical evidence. Specialized knowledge in crime scene management is essential
to prevent contamination of evidence.

2. Medical and Forensic Examinations. Following the initial investigation,
forensic medical experts conduct thorough examinations of the victim to assessthe
extent of theinjuries. This may involve autopsies in cases of severe injury or death,
where the expertwill determine the cause of death and whether the injuries were
consistentwith the alleged crime.

iminologists or psychologists evaluate the
e nature of the crime. For instance, they
‘Pehavior indicates premeditation, whether the
,"}and whether the perpetrator exhibits signs of

b

perpetrator's me
assess whether
victim was sp
psychologicali
| Y Experts playa crucial role in providing testimony in
court. Their reports and opinions help judges and jurors understand complex
medical and psychological evidence, which can be critical in reachinga verdict.
The legal system in Uzbekistan places significant importance on the use of
specialized knowledge in criminal investigation testimony is considered a
crucial element of evidence, and the Crimina e establishes clear
guidelines for its admissibility in court. Legal autho texpertsare
qualified and impartial, and their reportsaresubjectto s
In bodily injury cases, expert testimony can make or br
an objective analysis of physical evidence, The le
knowledge are particularly evident in ca e nature of the injury, the
weaponused, or the psychological state of the pe risin dispute. Courtsrely
on expertsto clarify these issues and help determine the intent of the perpetrator.
Conclusion. In conclusion, the investigation of bodily injury crimes in
Uzbekistan requires the use of specialized knowledge from various fields,
including medicine, forensic science, and criminology. Legal provisions in the
country ensure that experts play a central role in the criminal justice system by
providing objective and scientific analysis of the evidence. The collaboration
between legal authorities and expertsensures that investigations are thorough, fair,
and just, leading to more accurate outcomes in criminal cases. As Uzbekistan
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continues to modernize its legal system, the importance of specialized knowledge
in the investigation of bodily injury crimes will continue to grow, enhancing the

effectiveness of criminal investigationsand ensuring the protection of public safety
and individual rights.
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